August 16, 2026
12" Sunday after Pentecost

PRELUDE “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” Runyan

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES

Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. Ps. 118:1
God’s steadfast love endures forever.

Wisdom has prepared a feast for us; Prov. 9:2, 5
let us eat and drink of God’s gifts.

Maintain justice, and do what is right. Isa. 56:1

God our Savior is coming soon.

CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT: GTG #616
“Our God Is an Awesome God”
Our God is an awesome God who reigns from heaven above
with wisdom, power, and love; our God is an awesome God!

AWESOME GOD

PRAYER OF THE DAY

+ HYMN: GTG #265 ‘Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the Sun” DUKE STREET
CALLTO CONFESSION John 3:5
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being,
whose face is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we
forget in the blindness of our hearts: Cleanse us from all our
offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires,
that with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you,
confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in you
our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

... In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God! Amen.

John 3:5, 2 Cor. 5:17

+ HYMN: GTG #624 “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”  TOULON

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Children are dismissed to Kids Church

INVITATION TO OFFERING Matt. 10:8

OFFERTORY “I Need Thee Every Hour” arr. Keveren

+ RESPONSE: GTG #606 OLD HUNDREDTH
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

+ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Adapted from the Belhar Confession (1982)

We believe that the church must witness against and strive
against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like
waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

We believe that the church as the possession of God must
stand where the Lord stands, namely against injustice and with
the wronged.

We believe that in following Christ the church must witness
against all the powerful and privileged who selfishly seek their
own interest and thus control and harm others.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 45:1-15 O.T. page 33
Joseph reconciles with his brothers

PsaLmM Psalm 133
How good it is to live in unity

How good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron,
flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
It is like the dew of Hermon
flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing:
life forevermore.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 N.T. page 122
God’s mercy to all, Jew and Gentile

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 15:10-28 N.T. page 13
The Canaanite’s daughter is healed

RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE Rev. 21:5

These words are trustworthy and true.

Thanks be to God.

+ HYMN: GTG #836 “Abide with Me” EVENTIDE

SERMON Foundational Stories, #11 of 24 Rev. Bill Pinches
“Reunion”

+ HYMN: GTG #318 “In Christ There Is No East or West” ST. PETER

+ CHARGE 1Cor. 16:13; 2 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:10;
Go out into the world in peace; 1 Thess. 5:13-22; 1 Pet. 2:17
have courage;

hold onto what is good;

return no one evil for evil;

strengthen the fainthearted;

support the weak, and help the suffering;

honor all people;

love and serve the Lord,

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ BLESSING Eph. 4:4-6
The blessing of the one God—

Spirit, Son, and Father—

be with you now and always.

Alleluia!

+ CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION: GTG #746 THUMA MINA
“Send Me, Jesus”
Send me, Jesus; send me, Jesus; send me, Jesus; send me, Lord.
Lead me, Jesus; lead me, Jesus; lead me, Jesus; lead me, Lord.
Fill me, Jesus; fill me, Jesus; fill me, Jesus; fill me, Lord.

POSTLUDE “Thine Is the Glory” Handel

You are invited to join us
for fellowship and refreshments
after worship in the Memorial Room.
It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude.

SERVING Us TODAY
Liturgist: Emelia Hammond
Greeters: Debi and Mike Buchman
Next Week’s Greeters: Susan Chien and Barb VanDyke
Sound: Marty Subject
Livestream: Tami Chapman
Security: Mike Buchman and Tim Hammond

Today’s flowers are given by Joann DePeel
in memory of Sean DePeel
and by Camille and Marty Subject
to celebrate the first anniversary of
Sarah and Shane Lewandowski



CHURCH HISTORY IN MINIATURE

91: Matthew:
Early Christian legends say that Matthew, the tax-collector-turned-
evangelist, converted many people in Judea, took the Gospel east,
and was martyred in Ethiopia.

THE STUDY CATECHISM

Question 133. What is meant by the closing doxology in the
Lord’s Prayer, “For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever”?

We give God thanks and praise for the kingdom more powerful than
all enemies, for the power perfected in the weakness of love, and for the
glory that includes our well-being and that of the whole creation, both
now and to all eternity. We give thanks and praise to God as made
known through Christ our Lord.
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And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them,
and after that his brothers talked with him.
(Genesis 45:15)




