August 2, 2026
10" Sunday after Pentecost

PRELUDE “Goodness of God” Cash / Fielding /
Ingram / B. Johnson / J. Johnson

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES

Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. Ps. 118:1
God’s steadfast love endures forever.

The Lord gives food in due season; Ps. 145:15-16
God satisfies the desire of every living thing.

Jesus said: I am the bread of life. John 6:34-35

Give us this bread always.

CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT: GTG #616 AWESOME GOD
“Our God Is an Awesome God”
PRAYER OF THE DAY
+ HYMN: GTG #649 AMAZING GRACE
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”
CALL TO CONFESSION Isa. 43:2

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and
the sin of this world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, we
are a people divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a
broken world. The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the
land and pollute the seas. The fears and jealousies that we harbor
set neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation. We
abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and
reason, and have turned them into bonds of oppression.

Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to
serve you in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus
Christ.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS Isa. 43:1, 19
... By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God! Amen.

+ HYMN: GTG #188 “Jesus Loves Me!” JESUS LOVES ME

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Younger children are dismissed to Kids Church

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE Luke 13:29; 24:30-31

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!

It is right to give our thanks and praise. ...

THE LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 1 Cor. 11:23-26

COMMUNION
All are welcome at the table of the Lord.
Partake of the bread when it comes to you,
mindful of your communion with Christ.
Hold the cup and we will all drink together,
mindful of our communion with one another.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Merciful God, we give thanks that you have invited us to this
Table. We give thanks that you have received us as members of
the body of Christ and have affirmed us as a community of faith.
Lead us to live as faithful and dedicated disciples in service to all
the world; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Older children are dismissed to Kids Church

INVITATION TO OFFERING Jas. 1:17
OFFERTORY “We Worship You” L. Johnson

+ RESPONSE: GTG #606 OLD HUNDREDTH
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

+ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Adapted from the Belhar Confession (1982)
We believe that God is the one who wishes to bring about
justice and true peace among people.
We believe that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is
in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor, and the
wronged.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Genesis 32:22-31 O.T. page 23
Jacob receives God’s blessing

PSALM Psalm 17:1-7, 15 O.T. page 384
I shall see your face
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Romans 9:1-5 N.T. page 121

The glory of God’s people in Israel

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 14:13-21 N.T. page 12
Jesus feeds 5000

RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE Rom. 10:8

This is the word of faith that we proclaim.

Thanks be to God.

+ HYMN: GTG #375  “Shall We Gather at the River” HANSON PLACE
SERMON Foundational Stories, #9 of 24 Rev. Bill Pinches
“Wrestling with God”

+ HYMN: GTG #463 “How Firm a Foundation” FOUNDATION
+ CHARGE 1 Cor. 16:13; 2 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:10;

Go out into the world in peace; 1 Thess. 5:13-22; 1 Pet. 2:17
have courage; hold onto what is good;

return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted;

support the weak, and help the suffering; honor all people;

love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ BLESSING Ps. 121:8
The Lord bless and keep you in your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

Alleluia!

+ CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION: GTG #746 THUMA MINA
“Send Me, Jesus”

POSTLUDE “Capriccio Septimi Toni” Peyer

You are invited to join us
for fellowship and refreshments
after worship in the Memorial Room.
It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude.

SERVING US TODAY
Guest Musician: Laura Johnson

Liturgist: Mary Ozee

Communion Servers: Ron Dlouhy,

Jane Hamelink, Tom Seely, Tonya Seely
Greeters: Ron Dlouhy and Jane Hamelink
Next Week’s Greeters: Ginnie Gibson and Camille Subject
Sound: Marty Subject
Livestream: Tami Chapman
Security: Dan Baker and Will Ozee

Today’s flowers are given by Barb VanDyke
in memory of Steve VanDyke



CHURCH HISTORY IN MINIATURE

89: Jewish Revolt (Part 8):
Jewish rebels make one final stand against the Romans
at the desert mountaintop fortress of Masada.
They all die. The war is over. The Romans win. (AD 73)

THE STUDY CATECHISM

Question 131. What is meant by the fifth petition in the Lord’s
Prayer, “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us”’?

We pray that a new and right spirit will be put within us. We ask for
the grace to treat others, especially those who harm us, with the same
mercy that we have received from God. We remember that not one day
goes by when we do not need to turn humbly to God for our own
forgiveness. We know that our reception of this forgiveness can be
blocked by our unwillingness to forgive others. We ask that we will not
delight in doing evil, nor in avenging any wrong, but that we will survive
all cruelty without bitterness, and overcome evil with good, so that our
hearts will be knit together with the mercy and forgiveness of God.
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Mason First Presbyterian Church
131 E Maple St, Mason, MI 48854 * (517) 676-9333
office@masonpresbyterian.org
www.masonpresbyterian.org
Office hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

MINISTERS
All Members

STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Bill Pinches
Spiritual Growth Director: Lori Filka
Sanctuary Choir Director / Bell Choir Director: Deb Melse
Office Manager: Kathryn Loffreda
Financial Secretary: Becky Moots
Choral Music Accompanist: Yinzhe Li
Sexton: Eric VanDyke
Adult Spiritual Growth Coordinator: Michelle Mackey
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Sarah Fay-Koutz
Child Care: Jill Castle, Jasmine Leffew,
Violet Mackey, Sam Pinches, Keren Tayong
Parish Associate: Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Charlie Herrick

ELDERS
Class of 2026: Bruce Archer (Clerk), Ginnie Gibson,
Jane Hamelink, Tim Hammond
Class of 2027: Travis Archer, Dan Baker, Evelyn Tayong, Steve Sowles
Class of 2028: Mary Garland Jackson, Greg Lang, Suzanne Lang, Monte Shuck

DEACONS
Class of 2026: Ron Dlouhy (Treasurer), Bill Leutscher, Sandy Leutscher,
Nancy Sue MacDonald (Secretary), Laurie McGonigal
Class of 2027: Donna Archer, Rick Cote (Co-Moderator),
Sally Hughes, Debbie Johnson, Issie Nielsen
Class of 2028: Sandy Diehl (Co-Moderator), Pattie Yanz, Torrie Yanz

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Monday Mission Committee 4:00 pm
Tuesday Administration Committee 10:00 am
Lunch packing for Advent House 10:15 am
Prayer Fellowship 12:00 pm
Thursday Board of Deacons 7:00 pm
Friday Church Office closed / Pastor’s Sabbath
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

August 2: Jacob Barber
August 2: Susan Chien
August 2: Kathy Oesterle
August 3: Barry Chapman
August 5: Sandy Leutscher
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Jacob Wrestles with the Angel
by Peter Koenig, 20th century

Jacob was left alone,
and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.
(Genesis 32:24)




