
  

 
 

July 12, 2026 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 

  
PRELUDE “We Thank Thee” Dupre 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. Ps. 118:1 
God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
You shall love the Lord your God,  Luke 10:27 
and love your neighbor as yourself. 
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; Ps. 85:10 
righteousness and peace will kiss. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT: GTG #616   AWESOME GOD 

“Our God Is an Awesome God” 
Our God is an awesome God 

who reigns from heaven above 
with wisdom, power, and love; 
our God is an awesome God! 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
+ HYMN: GTG #32 “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” ELLACOMBE 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  Rom. 3:23-24 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have 
tried to hide from you, for we have done wrong.  We have lived for 
ourselves, and apart from you.  We have turned from your 
neighbors, and refused to bear the burdens of others.  We have 
ignored the pain of the world, and passed by the hungry, the poor, 
and the oppressed. 
 In your great mercy forgive our sins and free us from 
selfishness, that we may choose your will and obey your 
commandments; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  Col. 2:12 
… Believe the gospel!  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Amen. 
 
+ HYMN: GTG #442 “Just as I Am, without One Plea” WOODWORTH 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 

Children are dismissed to Kids Church 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  Rom 6:13 
 
OFFERTORY Improvisation C. Brown 
 
+ RESPONSE: GTG #606  OLD HUNDREDTH 
   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 
+ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Adapted from the Belhar Confession (1982) 
 We believe that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has 
conquered the powers of sin and death, and therefore also of 
irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity, that God’s life-
giving Word and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new 
obedience which can open new possibilities of life for society and 
the world. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 25:19-34 O.T. page 16 

Esau sells his birthright to Jacob 
 
PSALM  Psalm 119:105-112  

Your word is a lamp unto my feet 
 
Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light upon my path. 
I have sworn and am determined 

to keep your righteous judgments. 
I am deeply troubled; 

preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 
Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, 

and teach me your judgments. 
My life is always in danger, 

yet I do not forget your teaching. 
The wicked have set a trap for me, 

but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
Your decrees are my inheritance forever; 

truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes 

forever and to the end. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Romans 8:1-11 N.T. page 120 

Living according to the Spirit 
 
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 N.T. page 11 

The parable of the sower and the seed 
 
RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE  Ps. 112:1 
Happy are those who delight in God’s word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
+ HYMN: GTG #451 “Open My Eyes, That I May See” OPEN MY EYES 
 

SERMON Foundational Stories, #6 of 24 Rev. Bill Pinches 
“The Birthright” 

 
+ HYMN: GTG #354 “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” BATTLE HYMN 
 
+ CHARGE  1 Cor. 16:13; 2 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:10; 
Go out into the world in peace;  1 Thess. 5:13-22; 1 Pet. 2:17 
have courage; 
hold onto what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; 
support the weak, and help the suffering; 
honor all people; 
love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
+ BLESSING  1 Thess. 5:23 
May the God of peace 
make you holy in every way 
and keep your whole being— 
spirit, soul, and body— 
free from every fault 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Alleluia! 
 
CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION: GTG #746 THUMA MINA 

“Send Me, Jesus” 
Send me, Jesus; send me, Jesus; send me, Jesus; send me, Lord. 
Lead me, Jesus; lead me, Jesus; lead me, Jesus; lead me, Lord. 

Fill me, Jesus; fill me, Jesus; fill me, Jesus; fill me, Lord. 
 
POSTLUDE “Prelude in G Major” Bach 
 

 
You are invited to join us 

for fellowship and refreshments 
after worship in the Memorial Room. 

It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude. 
 
 

SERVING US TODAY 
Guest Organist: Caitlyn Brown 

Liturgist: * 
Greeters: Mary and Will Ozee 

Next Week’s Greeters: Travis Archer and Bill Leutscher 
Sound: Tami Chapman 

Livestream: Tami Chapman 
Security: Mike Buchman and Dan Baker 

 
Today’s flowers are given by 

Sue and Bruce Caltrider 
in memory of Sarah Caltrider 
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Esau and the Mess of Pottage 

by Jan Victors, 1653 

 
Mason First Presbyterian Church 

131 E Maple St, Mason, MI 48854   •   (517) 676-9333 
office@masonpresbyterian.org 
www.masonpresbyterian.org 

Office hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

MINISTERS 
All Members 

 
STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Bill Pinches 
Spiritual Growth Director: Lori Filka 

Sanctuary Choir Director / Bell Choir Director: Deb Melse 
Office Manager: Kathryn Loffreda 
Financial Secretary: Becky Moots 

Choral Music Accompanist: Yinzhe Li 
Sexton: Eric VanDyke 

Adult Spiritual Growth Coordinator: Michelle Mackey 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Sarah Fay-Koutz 

Child Care: Jill Castle, Jasmine Leffew, 
Violet Mackey, Sam Pinches, Keren Tayong 

Parish Associate: Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus 
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Charlie Herrick 

 
 

ELDERS 
Class of 2026: Bruce Archer (Clerk), Ginnie Gibson, 

Jane Hamelink, Tim Hammond 
Class of 2027: Travis Archer, Dan Baker, Evelyn Tayong, Steve Sowles 

Class of 2028: Mary Garland Jackson, Greg Lang, Suzanne Lang, Monte Shuck 
 

DEACONS 
Class of 2026: Ron Dlouhy (Treasurer), Bill Leutscher, Sandy Leutscher, 

Nancy Sue MacDonald (Secretary), Laurie McGonigal 
Class of 2027: Donna Archer, Rick Cote (Co-Moderator), 

Sally Hughes, Debbie Johnson, Issie Nielsen 
Class of 2028: Sandy Diehl (Co-Moderator), Pattie Yanz, Torrie Yanz 

 
EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Tuesday Worship and Music Committee meeting 6:00 pm 
Wednesday Lunch packing for Advent House 10:15 am 
  Midweek Prayer Service 12:00 pm 
Friday Church Office closed / Pastor’s Sabbath 
Saturday Yarners 10:00 am 

 
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

July 12: Loren Harkness 
July 12: Gladys Welker 

July 14: Gerald Ambrose 
July 15: Abel Tayong 

July 16: Nancy Sue MacDonald 
July 16: Judy Woolston 

July 17: Merrilee Brockman 

 
CHURCH HISTORY IN MINIATURE 

 
86: Jewish Revolt (Part 5): 

According to later accounts, Jewish Christians fled Jerusalem 
before the Roman siege began. They crossed the Jordan 

and settled in a city called Pella.  (AD 69) 
 
 

THE STUDY CATECHISM 
 
 Question 128. What is meant by the second petition, “Your 
kingdom come”? 
 We are asking God to come and rule among us through faith, 
love and justice — and not through any one of them without the 
others. We pray for both the church and the world, that God will 
rule in our hearts through faith, in our personal relationships 
through love, and in our institutional affairs through justice. We 
ask especially that the gospel will not be withheld from us, but 
rightly preached and received. We pray that the church will be 
upheld and increase, particularly when in distress; and that all the 
world will more and more submit to God’s reign, until that day 
when crying and pain are no more, and we live forever with God in 
perfect peace. 
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Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, 
and he was famished. Esau said to Jacob, "Let me eat some of that 

red stuff, for I am famished!" (Genesis 25:29-30) 


