
  

 
 

July 5, 2026 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

  
PRELUDE “Cantabile” Haan 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. Ps. 118:1 
God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
Weeping may linger for the night,  Ps. 30:5 
but joy comes with the morning. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT: GTG #616 AWESOME GOD 

  “Our God Is an Awesome God” 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
+ HYMN: GTG #337 “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee” AMERICA 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  Heb. 4:14-16 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, 
and too deep to undo.  Forgive what our lips tremble to name, 
what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a 
consuming fire of judgment. 
 Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a 
future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow 
more and more in your likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, 
the light of the world. 
 
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  1 Tim. 1:15; 1 Pet. 2:24 
… I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! 
 
+ HYMN: GTG #331  NATIONAL HYMN 

“God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand” 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Younger children are dismissed to Kids Church 
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  Luke 13:29; 24:30-31 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
… 

… proclaiming the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
… 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  1 Cor. 11:23-26 
 
COMMUNION Improvisation C. Brown 
 

All are welcome at the table of the Lord. 
    

Partake of the bread when it comes to you, 
mindful of your communion with Christ. 

Hold the cup and we will all drink together, 
mindful of our communion with one another. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your 
people.  Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever 
in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Older children and youth are dismissed to Kids Church 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  Mic. 6:8 
 
OFFERTORY “Agnus Dei” Woods 
 
+ RESPONSE: GTG #606  OLD HUNDREDTH 

 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 
+ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Adapted from the Belhar Confession (1982) 
 We believe that the unity of the church must become visible so 
that the world may believe that separation, enmity, and hatred 
between people and groups is sin which Christ has already 
conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens this 
unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
 
+ HYMN: GTG #340 “This Is My Song” FINLANDIA 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 O.T. page 15 

Marriage of Isaac and Rebekah 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Song of Songs 2:8-13 O.T. page 475 
   Song of love 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Romans 7:15-25a N.T. page 120 

The struggle within the self 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 N.T. page 9 
The yoke of discipleship 

 
RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE  Ps. 85:9 
Surely our salvation is at hand.  Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM “America” arr. McDonald 
 
SERMON “America 250” Rev. Bill Pinches 
 
+ HYMN: GTG #756 “O God of Every Nation” LLANGLOFFAN 
 
+ CHARGE  1 Cor. 16:13; 2 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:10; 
Go out into the world in peace;  1 Thess. 5:13-22; 1 Pet. 2:17 
have courage; hold onto what is good; return no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; 
honor all people; love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
+ BLESSING  Phil. 4:7 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessings of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, remain with you always.  Alleluia! 
 
+ CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION: GTG #746 THUMA MINA 

“Send Me, Jesus” 
 
POSTLUDE “Fanfare” Haan 
 

 
You are invited to join us 

for fellowship and refreshments 
after worship in the Memorial Room. 

It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude. 
 
 

SERVING US TODAY 
Guest Organist: Caitlyn Brown 

Guest Pianist: Kellen Woolhiser 
Liturgist: Brandon Leffew 

Communion Servers: Ron Dlouhy, Sally Hughes, 
Kurt Immekus, Greg Lang, Suzanne Lang 

Greeters: Sally Hughes and Kurt Immekus 
Next Week’s Greeters: Will and Mary Ozee 

Sound: Marty Subject 
Livestream: Tami Chapman 

Security: Dan Baker and Doreen Chapman 
 

Today’s flowers are given by Peg Shaub 
in memory of Chuck Shaub 

and Marian & Bob Shaub 
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Mason First Presbyterian Church 

131 E Maple St, Mason, MI 48854   •   (517) 676-9333 
office@masonpresbyterian.org 
www.masonpresbyterian.org 

Office hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

MINISTERS 
All Members 

 
STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Bill Pinches 
Spiritual Growth Director: Lori Filka 

Sanctuary Choir Director / Bell Choir Director: Deb Melse 
Office Manager: Kathryn Loffreda 
Financial Secretary: Becky Moots 

Choral Music Accompanist: Yinzhe Li 
Sexton: Eric VanDyke 

Adult Spiritual Growth Coordinator: Michelle Mackey 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Sarah Fay-Koutz 

Child Care: Jill Castle, Jasmine Leffew, 
Violet Mackey, Sam Pinches, Keren Tayong 

Parish Associate: Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus 
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Charlie Herrick 

 
 

ELDERS 
Class of 2026: Bruce Archer (Clerk), Ginnie Gibson, 

Jane Hamelink, Tim Hammond 
Class of 2027: Travis Archer, Dan Baker, Evelyn Tayong, Steve Sowles 

Class of 2028: Mary Garland Jackson, Greg Lang, Suzanne Lang, Monte Shuck 
 

DEACONS 
Class of 2026: Ron Dlouhy (Treasurer), Bill Leutscher, Sandy Leutscher, 

Nancy Sue MacDonald (Secretary), Laurie McGonigal 
Class of 2027: Donna Archer, Rick Cote (Co-Moderator), 

Sally Hughes, Debbie Johnson, Issie Nielsen 
Class of 2028: Sandy Diehl (Co-Moderator), Pattie Yanz, Torrie Yanz 

 
EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Monday Mission Committee meeting 4:00 pm 
Tuesday Administration Committee meeting 10:00 am 
Wednesday Lunch packing for Advent House 10:15 am 
  Midweek Prayer Service 12:00 pm 
Thursday Finance Committee 9:00 am 
  Spiritual Growth Committee 6:00 pm 
Friday Church Office closed / Pastor’s Sabbath 

 
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

July 9: Edward Clarke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
` 

CHURCH HISTORY IN MINIATURE 
85: Jewish Revolt (Part 4) 

General Vespasian marches on Rome and crowns himself Emperor. 
His son Titus, a Roman Commander in Galilee, 

prepares to lay siege to Jerusalem.  (AD 69) 
 

THE STUDY CATECHISM 
 Question 127. What is meant by the first petition, “Hallowed be 
your name”? 
 This petition is placed first, because it comprehends the goal and 
purpose of the whole prayer. The glory of God’s name is the highest 
concern in all that we pray and do. God’s “name” stands for God’s being 
as well as for God’s attributes and works. When we pray for this name to 
be “hallowed,” we ask that we and all others will know and glorify God as 
God really is, and that all things will be so ordered that they serve God 
truly for God’s sake. 
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He took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. 

(Genesis 24:67) 


