April 19, 2026
Third Sunday of Easter

PRELUDE “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” MADRID

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES

The Lord is risen! Alleluia! Luke 24:34
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!

Beloved, we are God’s children now; 1John 3:2
when Christ is revealed, we will be like him.

When Jesus speaks, our hearts burn within us; Luke 24:31-32

our eyes are opened when he breaks the bread.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

+ HYMN: GTG #233 “The Day of Resurrection!” LANCASHIRE
CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. 22:17
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered
the power of sin and death. We confess that we remain captive to
doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We overlook
the poor and the hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we are
deaf to the cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to calls for
peace; we despise the weak, and abuse the earth you made.

Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to
change our lives and make us new, that we may know the joy of life
abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS Rev. 22:21
... In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!

+ HYMN: GTG #260 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” HYFRYDOL
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

... By your grace, O God, raise us from death to life.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Sandy Diehl

Children and youth are dismissed to Sunday School

INVITATION TO OFFERING Ps. 23:5

OFFERTORY “God Leads Us Along” arr. Stevens

+ RESPONSE: GTG #606 OLD HUNDREDTH
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

+ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Adapted from the Belhar Confession (1982)

We believe that the church must witness against and strive
against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like
waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

We believe that the church as the possession of God must
stand where the Lord stands, namely against injustice and with
the wronged.

We believe that in following Christ the church must witness
against all the powerful and privileged who selfishly seek their
own interest and thus control and harm others.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Acts 2:143, 36-41 N.T. page g1
Receiving God’s promise through baptism

PSALM Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
I will call upon God

I love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,

for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever I called.

The cords of death entangled me;

the anguish of the grave came upon me;
[ came to grief and sorrow.

Then I called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”

How shall I repay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
I will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
[ will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people.
Precious in your sight, O LORD,
is the death of your servants.
O LORD, truly I am your servant;
[ am your servant, the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people,
in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 1 Peter 1:17-23 N.T. page 183
Born anew
GOSPEL LESSON Luke 24:13-35 N.T. page 69
Eating with the risen Christ
RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE Luke 24:46, 48

We are witnesses to these things:
the Messiah is risen from the dead.

Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM “Think of Me and Remember” Raney
SERMON “And They Recognized Him” Rev. Bill Pinches

“Christ Is Alive!” TRURO
(verses 1-4)

+ HYMN: GTG #246

+ CHARGE 1 Cor. 16:13; 2 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:10;
Go out into the world in peace; 1 Thess. 5:13-22; 1 Pet. 2:17
have courage; hold onto what is good;

return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted;

support the weak, and help the suffering; honor all people;

love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ BLESSING 1John 4:13-16
Beloved children, may the love of the holy triune God—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—abide with you forever.

Alleluia!

+ CHORAL BENEDICTION “Christ Is Alive!” TRURO
(verse 5)

POSTLUDE “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want” arr. Larson

You are invited to join us
for fellowship and refreshments
after worship in the Memorial Room.
It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude.

SERVING US TODAY
Liturgist: Barbara Georgescu
Greeters: Sally Hughes and Mary Torrey
Next Week’s Greeters: Susan Chien and Jane Hamelink
Sound: Marty Subject
Livestream: Tami Chapman
Security: Dan Baker and Will Ozee

Today’s flowers are given by JoAnn DePeel
in memory of Steven DePeel



CHURCH HISTORY IN MINIATURE

#74: Simon the Zealot
Early Christian legends say that the apostle Simon “the Zealot”
may have preached in Egypt, Persia, Armenia, Beirut,
Georgia, Africa, and/or Britain, and was martyred.

THE STUDY CATECHISM

Question 115. Does the ninth commandment forbid racism and
other forms of negative stereotyping?

Yes. In forbidding false witness against my neighbor, God forbids me
to be prejudiced against people who belong to any vulnerable, different
or disfavored social group. Jews, women, homosexuals, racial and ethnic
minorities, and national enemies are among those who have suffered
terribly from being subjected to the slurs of social prejudice. Negative
stereotyping is a form of falsehood that invites actions of humiliation,
abuse, and violence as forbidden by the commandment against murder.
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EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today Adult Sunday School (The Chosen) 11:30 am
Wednesday  Lunch packing for Advent House 10:15 am
Midweek Prayer Service 12:00 pm
Wonderful Wednesday (K-12) 4:00 - 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night Dinner 6:00 pm
Bell Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal 7:10 pm
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April 22: Mike Buchman
April 22: Calvin Hammond
April 23: Lucinda Davenport
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Friend of the Humble (Supper at Emmaus)
by Léon Augustin Lhermitte, 1892

When he was at the table with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes
were opened, and they recognized him.... (Luke 24:30-31)




