January 4, 2026
Second Sunday of Christmas

PRELUDE “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” BATTLE HYMN
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES

In the beginning was the Word of God; John 11, 14
and the Word became flesh to live among us.

Blessed is the Lord our God, Eph. 1:3
and blessed is Jesus Christ our Savior.

The Lord will gather the people from exile; Jer. 31:8, 13
God will turn their sorrow into joy.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

+ CAROL: GTG #132 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” IN DULCI JUBILO
CALL TO CONFESSION Titus 2:11-12
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as
light shining in darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed
the light, or trusted good news to be good. We have closed our
eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less.

Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we may receive
the fullness of your grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS Titus 2:14
... In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: GTG #147 “The First Nowell” (refrain only)  THE FIRST NOWELL
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... O Christ, our light, hear our prayer.

CAROL: GTG #144 “In the Bleak Midwinter” CRANHAM

Younger children are dismissed to Sunday School

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

A child is born for us in Bethlehem,

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger;
and he will be our Shepherd,

feeding his flock in the strength of the Lord.

Luke 2:12; Mic. 5:4

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts!

We lift them to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

... to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service.
Christ has died,

Christ is risen,

Christ will come again.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 1Cor. 11:23-26

COMMUNION “Panis Angelicus” (O Lord Most Holy) Franck

All are welcome at the table of the Lord.
Partake of the bread when it comes to you,
mindful of your communion with Christ.
Hold the cup and we will all drink together,
mindful of our communion with one another.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Christ Jesus, born among us, as a mother feeds her child with
her body, so you feed us with yours, giving us the bread to eat and
the cup to drink. May these gifts of grace nourish us deeply, that
we may become your body in the world and live as instruments of
your great love. Amen.

Older children and youth are dismissed to Sunday School

INVITATION TO OFFERING John 1:16
OFFERTORY “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” HYMN TO JOY
+ RESPONSE: GTG #136 GO TELLIT

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain” (refrain only)
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

+ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 63:7-9
Israel saved by God’s own presence

O.T. page 528

PSALM Psalm 148 O.T. page 446
God’s splendor is over earth and heaven
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Hebrews 2:10-18 N.T. page 171
Christ frees humankind

ANTHEM “Rejoice! Your Light Has Come” McDonald

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 2:13-23 N.T. page 2
The slaughter of innocent children

RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE Luke 2:19

Treasure these words and ponder them in your heart.

Thanks be to God!

SERMON “The Holy Innocents” Rev. Bill Pinches

+ CAROL: GTG #151  “We Three Kings of Orient Are” KINGS OF ORIENT

+ CHARGE John 1:7

Go now and bear witness to the light of Christ.

Amen.

+ BLESSING Isa. 60:1

Arise and shine, for your light has come!
The glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

Alleluia!
CHORAL BENEDICTION “May the Peace of Christ” Showalter / Martin
POSTLUDE “A Song of Praise” Stainer

You are invited to join us
for fellowship and refreshments
after worship in the Memorial Room.
It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude.

SERVING US TODAY
Guest Organist: Caitlyn Brown
Liturgist: Debbie Markiewicz
Communion Servers: Ron Dlouhy, Jane Hamelink,
Greg Lang, Suzanne Lang, Steve Sowles
Greeters: Steve and Tammy Sowles
Next Week’s Greeters: Joann DePeel and Linda Peterson
Sound: Marty Subject
Livestream: Tami Chapman
Security: Tim Hammond and Dan Baker

Today’s flowers are given by
Nancy Sue MacDonald
in memory of Robin Shaw



CHURCH HISTORY IN MINIATURE

#59: 1 Peter
Peter, having made his way to Rome, may have written this letter
to numerous churches in Asia Minor (Turkey) with the help
of his “faithful brother” Silas. (c. AD 60-63)

THE STUDY CATECHISM

Question 91. Why should you obey this law?

Not to win God’s love, for God already loves me. Not to earn my
salvation, for Christ has earned it for me. Not to avoid being punished,
for then I would obey out of fear. With gladness in my heart I should
obey God’s law out of gratitude, for God has blessed me by it and given it
for my well-being.
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Tuesday Mission Committee 3:00 pm
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Choir Rehearsal 7:10 pm
Thursday Finance Committee 9:00 am
Spiritual Growth Committee 6:00 pm
Bridge Builders for Racial Atonement 6:15 pm
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) Refugees: Holy Family
by Kelly Latimore, 2018

An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt,
and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him.” (Matthew 2:13)




