December 28, 2025

First Sunday of Christmas
PRELUDE “What Child Is This?” GREENSLEEVES

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES
We recount the gracious deeds of God,
all the praiseworthy acts the Lord has done for us: Isa. 63:7
Praise God for coming to dwell among us, Immanuel.
Praise God for the good news of Jesus,

the pioneer of our salvation. Heb. 2:10
Praise God for making us brothers and sisters in Christ. Heb. 2:11
Praise God who is present with us still,

lifting us up and carrying us. Isa. 63:9

God’s glory shines in heaven and on earth.

Praise the Lord! Ps. 148:13, 14
INTROIT “Goin’ to Bethlehem” Althouse
PRAYER OF THE DAY
+ HYMN: GTG #113 “Angels We Have Heard on High” GLORIA

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, in great love you have claimed us as your
children. We confess that we have not loved you as we should. We
have not participated fully in your purposes and plans; we grow
weary and give up when the way is hard. We have not loved our
brothers and sisters as you intend. Complacent in the presence of
injustice and violence, we fail to recognize our own complicity.

Forgive us, especially when we fail to protect children so
vulnerable and precious in your sight. Forgive our misuse of power
against people, and against your creation. Help us to praise you by
living in harmony and peace. Do not be ashamed of us, we pray,
but strengthen us in our time of testing. Set us free from fear that
we may wholly trust in you. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
who shared our flesh and blood. Amen.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Declare with me the good news of the gospel:

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

RESPONSE: GTG #147 “The First Nowell” (refrain only) THE FIRST NOWELL
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.

+ Those who are able may stand. 1 GTG = Glory to God (purple hymnal)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

HYMN: GTG #128 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” W ZLOBIE LEZY
Children and youth are dismissed to Sunday School

INVITATION TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” MENDELSSOHN
+ RESPONSE: GTG #136 GO TELL IT
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain” (refrain only)

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

+ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

+ HYMN: GTG #108 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

GOSPEL LESSON John 1:1-18
God with us

N.T. page 70

RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

A CANTATA FOR CHRISTMAS O Holy Light McDonald

“Rejoice! Your Light Has Come”
“Worship Christ, the Newborn King”
“The Christmas Gift”
“In a Manger”
“O Holy Light”
“May the Light of Christ”

+ CHARGE
Go out to share the good news Isa. 63:9
with a world bent low from suffering and fear:

Jesus Christ has come to help us and to set us free! Heb. 2:18, 15
Amen.

+ BLESSING

May God the Creator,

Christ the Savior,

and the Holy Spirit, our Advocate,

guard your going out and your coming in;

and be your strength and help in every time of need.

Alleluia!

CHORAL BENEDICTION “Come and Adore Him”
(with congregation; see insert)

POSTLUDE “Once in Royal David’s City”

You are invited to join us

for fellowship and refreshments
after worship in the Memorial Room.

McDonald

IRBY

It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude.

SERVING Us TODAY

Greeters: Vicki Drown and Mary Torrey
Next Week’s Greeters: Steve and Tammy Sowles

Sound: Marty Subject
Livestream: Tami Chapman

Security: Tim Hammond and Mike Buchman




CREDITS

Opening Sentences, Prayer of the Day, Call to Confession, Prayer of
Confession, Declaration of Forgiveness, Prayers of Intercession, Invitation to
Offering, Prayer of Dedication, Prayer for Illumination, Blessing, and Charge:
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word®
Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Music: “What Child Is This?” Words by William C. Dix. Tune: GREENSLEEVES. 16th
century English melody. This arrangement copyright © 2020 Hal Leonard LLC. From
Piano Solos for the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #A-717602. “Goin’ to
Bethlehem.” Words and music by Jay Althouse. Copyright © 2000 Alfred Publishing Co.,
Inc. Permission pending, One License #A-717602. “Angels We Have Heard on High.”
Text: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt. Music: French carol; arr. Edward
Shippen Barnes, 1937. Music © 1937, ren. 1965 H. Augustine Smith Jr. (admin. Revell
Company, a div. of Baker Publishing Group). Used with permission, One License #A-
717602. “The First Nowell.” Text: English carol; Some Ancient Carols, 2nd ed., 1823, alt.
Music: English carol; Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833. Public domain. “Infant Holy, Infant
Lowly.” Text: Polish carol; trans. Edith M. G. Reed, 1920; rev. 1921. Music: Polish folk
melody; harm. Arthur E. Rusbridge, 1962. Public domain. “Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing.” Words by Charles Wesley. Tune: MENDELSSOHN. Music by Felix Mendelssohn-
Bartholdy. This arrangement copyright © 2020 Hal Leonard LLC. From Piano Solos for
the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #A-717602. “Go, Tell It on the
Mountain.” Text: African American spiritual; stanzas, John W. Work II, 1940. Music:
African American spiritual; arr. John W. Work II, 1940; harm. Melva Wilson Costen, 1987.
Music Harm. © 1989 Melva Wilson Costen. Used with permission, One License #A-
717602. “Of the Father’s Love Begotten.” Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 5th cent.;
trans. John Mason Neale, 1854, alt., and Henry Williams Baker, 1859, alt. Music:
Plainsong, Mode V; harm. C. Winfred Douglas, 1940. Music Harm. © 1943, 1961, 1985
Church Pension Fund. Used with permission, One License #A-717602. O Holy Light: A
Cantata for Christmas by Mary McDonald: “Rejoice! Your Light Has Come.” Words and
music by Mary McDonald. Incorporating tunes ADESTE FIDELES by John Francis Wade
and GESU BAMBINO by Pietro A. Yon. “Worship Christ, the Newborn King.” Words by
James Montgomery. Music by Mary McDonald. Incorporating “O Come, Little
Children” (tune: sCHULTZ by Johann A. P. Schultz; words: Christoph von Scmid; trans.
Melanie Schulte). “The Christmas Gift.” Words by Hope McDonald. Tunes: SIMPLE GIFTS
(traditional Shaker melody) and GLORIA (traditional French carol). Arranged by Mary
McDonald. “In a Manger.” Words by anonymous (stanzas 1, 2) and John Thomas
McFarland (stanza 3). Tunes: SLANE (anonymous) and MUELLER by James R. Murry.
Arranged by Mary McDonald. “O Holy Light.” Words and music by Mary McDonald.
“May the Light of Christ.” Words and music by Mary McDonald. Incorporating tune
RESIGNATION (American folk melody). “Come and Adore Him.” Arranged by Mary
McDonald. Incorporating carols “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (tune: ADESTE FIDELES by John
Francis Wade; words by John Francis Wade), “Good Christians, All, Rejoice” (tune: IN
DULCI JUBILO, traditional German melody; words: Latin carol, trans. John Mason Neale),
and “Angels We Have Heard on High” (tune: GLORIA, traditional French melody; words:
traditional French carol). All copyright © 2023 CandelaWorks Music, a division of
Jubilate Music Group, LLC. Used with permission, One License #A-717602. “Once in
Royal David’s City.” Words by Cecil F. Alexander. Tune: IRBY. Music by Henry J.
Gauntlett. This arrangement copyright © 2020 Hal Leonard LLC. From Piano Solos for
the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #1-717602.

Art: The Word Became Flesh. By Edie Mae Herrel, 1978. From Art in the Christian
Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://
diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59789. Original source: Image was
donated by Edie Mae Herrel and Dan Herrel, dkherrel@hotmail.com,
nancynuss@gmail.com, Patrick.herrel@hotmail.com. Used with permission.

Advent Candle. By Laura Plummer. From Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=57464. Original source: Lauren Plummer,
lauren.plummern@gmail.com.
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MINISTERS
All Members

STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Bill Pinches
Parish Associate: Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus
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Spiritual Growth Director: Lori Filka
Sanctuary Choir Director / Bell Choir Director: Deb Melse
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ELDERS
Class of 2025: Doreen Chapman, Mary Garland Jackson,
Greg Lang, Monte Shuck (Recording Clerk)
Class of 2026: Bruce Archer (Clerk), Ginnie Gibson,
Jane Hamelink, Tim Hammond
Class of 2027: Travis Archer, Dan Baker, Evelyn Tayong, Steve Sowles
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DEACONS
Class of 2025: Marge Clarke, Julie Dart, Tom Seely (Moderator,).
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EVENTS THIS WEEK
Wednesday Church Office closed
No Wednesday activities this week
Thursday  Church Office closed (Happy New Year!)

Friday Church Office closed / Pastor’s Sabbath
Saturday  Yarners 10:00 am
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

Dec. 28: Lisa Castle
Dec. 30: Beckett Barber
Dec. 30: Caidra VanDyke
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The Word Became Flesh
by Edie Mae Herrel, 1978

And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)




