December 21, 2025

Fourth Sunday of Advent
PRELUDE “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELES

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES

God-with-us, Immanuel, comes to give us our own Holy Family,
here with the body of Christ this day. Rejoice and be glad!
Amen!

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES  Mike Beratta and Judy Lamphere
We light these candles as signs of the coming light of Christ.

As the Lord has promised, in days to come
The Lord will give you a sign. Isa. 7:14
Look, the young woman is with child.
She shall bear a son,
and name him Emmanuel: “God is with us.”
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.
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From Afier the Prelude, Year B by Williem H. Mathis. Copyright © 2008 Choristers Guild. Used by permission.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”

+ HYMN: GTG #146

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Shepherd of Israel, God of hosts, we have turned away from you,
neglecting the welfare of your creation, ignoring the plight of your
people, trampling on the creatures and the plants you have made,
taking from Earth what we cannot give back. We have not helped
our neighbors in need, kept peace within our families, or tended
the vine you have planted in our own lives. Forgive us and lead us
to a more gracious life. In your compassion, turn us to your way.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and
we shall be saved. Amen.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

+ Those who are able may stand. 1 GTG = Glory to God (purple hymnal)

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
... Grace to you and peace. Thanks be to God! Amen.

RESPONSE: GTG #88 VENI EMMANUEL
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (refrain only)
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... O God, who is with us, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

HYMN: GTG #117 WINCHESTER OLD

“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”

CHRISTMAS PRESENTATION Children and Youth of the church

Children and youth are dismissed to Sunday School

INVITATION TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY “See Amid the Winter’s Snow” HUMILITY
+ RESPONSE: GTG #133
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” (refrain only)
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

ADESTE FIDELES

+ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from The Scots Confession (1560)
When the fullness of time came God sent his Son, his eternal
wisdom, the substance of his own glory, into this world, who took
the nature of humanity from the substance of a woman, a virgin, by
means of the Holy Ghost. And so was born the “just seed of David,”
the “Angel of the great counsel of God,” the very Messiah promised,
whom we confess and acknowledge to be Emmanuel, true God and
true man, two perfect natures united and joined in one person.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 7:10-16
The sign of Immanuel

O.T. page 485

PsaLm Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Show the light of your countenance
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
O LorD God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
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You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.
And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name.
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Romans 1:1-7 N.T. page 116
Paul’s greeting to the church at Rome
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 1:18-25 N.T. page 1
Our God near at hand

RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE Luke 2:19
Treasure these words and ponder them in your heart.

Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Angels Are Making Their Rounds” Choplin
SERMON “God With Us” Rev. Bill Pinches

+ HYMN: GTG #145 “What Child Is This” GREENSLEEVES
+ CHARGE

... Live this Word as people who know God-with-us, Immanuel. Amen.

+ BLESSING
... through Jesus Christ, now and always. Alleluia!

CHORAL BENEDICTION “We Want To Be Ready” Besig / Price

POSTLUDE “How Can I Keep from Singing” ENDLESS SONG

You are invited to join us
for fellowship and refreshments
after worship in the Memorial Room.
It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude.

SERVING Us TODAY
Liturgist: Andrew Pinches
Greeters: Youth of the Church
Next Week’s Greeters: Vicki Drown and Mary Torrey
Sound: Marty Subject
Livestream: Tami Chapman
Security: Tim Hammond and Doreen Chapman



CHURCH HISTORY IN MINIATURE

#58: Philemon
Paul probably wrote this letter advising Philemon (a wealthy church
leader) to forgive Onesimus (Philemon's runaway slave) while under
house arrest in Rome. (c. AD 60-62)

THE STUDY CATECHISM

Question 89. What are the Ten Commandments?

The Ten Commandments give a summary of God’s law for our lives.
They teach us how to live rightly with God and one another.

Question 9go. Why did God give this law?

After rescuing the people of Israel from their slavery in Egypt, God
led them to Mount Sinai, where they received the law through Moses. It
was the great charter of liberty for Israel, a people chosen to live in
covenant with God and to serve as a light to the nations. It remains the
charter of liberty for all who would love, know and serve the Lord today.

CREDITS

Opening Sentences, Prayer of the Day, Call to Confession, Prayer of
Confession, Declaration of Forgiveness, Prayers of Intercession, Invitation to
Offering, Prayer of Dedication, Prayer for Illumination, Blessing, and Charge:
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word®
Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Responsive Psalms, Canticles, and Prayers: Book of Common Worship, Office
of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), © 2018 Westminster John Knox
Press. Used with permission.

Affirmation of Faith: From The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),
Part I: Book of Confessions, published by the Office of the General Assembly, © 2016. The
Confession of Faith—Inclusive Language Version © 2002 Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

The Study Catechism (Full Version): Approved by the 210th General Assembly
(1998) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

Music: “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” Tune: ADESTE FIDELES. Music by John Francis

Wade. Latin words translated by Frederick Oakeley. Copyright © 2020 Hal Leonard LLC.

From Piano Solos for the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #A-717602.
“Shine on Us with Hope and Justice.” From After the Prelude, Year B. By William H.
Mathis. Copyright © 2008 Choristers Guild. Used with permission. “Gentle Mary Laid
Her Child.” Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1919; rev. 1930. Music: Piae Cantiones, 1582; arr.
Ernest C. MacMillan, 1930. Public domain. “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks.”
Text: Nahum Tate, 1700, alt. Music: Este’s Psalmes, 1592; harm. George Kirbye, 1592.
Public domain. “See Amid the Winter’s Snow.” Tune: HUMILITY. Words by Edward
Caswall. Music by John Goss. Copyright © 2020 Hal Leonard LLC. From Piano Solos for
the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #A-717602. “Angels We Have Heard
on High.” Text: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt. Music: French carol; arr.
Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937. Music © 1937, ren. 1965 H. Augustine Smith Jr. (admin.
Revell Company, a div. of Baker Publishing Group). Used with permission, One License
#A-717602. “Angels Are Making Their Rounds.” Words and music by Pepper Choplin.
Copyright © 2010 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation.
Used with permission, One License #A-717602. “What Child is This.” Text: William
Chatterton Dix, 1871. Music: English ballad, 16th cent.; arr. Christmas Carols New and
Old, 1871. Public domain. “We Want To Be Ready.” Words by Don Besig and Nancy
Price. Music by Don Besig. Copyright © 1993, GlorySound, A Division of Shawnee Press,
Inc. Permission pending, One License #A-717602. “How Can I Keep from Singing.” Tune:
ENDLESS SONG. By Robert Lowry. Copyright © 2014 Hal Leonard Corporation. From
Piano Solos for the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #A-717602.

Art: The Angel Visiting Joseph in a Dream. By Georges de la Tour, 17th century.
Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Georges_de_La_Tour_o22.jpg. Public
domain.
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Adult Spiritual Growth Coordinator: Michelle Mackey
Child Care: Jill Castle, Jasmine Leffew,
Violet Mackey, Sam Pinches, Keren Tayong
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EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today Adult Sunday School 11:30 am
Wednesday Church Office closed
Lunch Packing for Advent House 10:15 am
Christmas Eve worship service 6:30 pm

Thursday  Church Office closed
The Nativity of Jesus Christ: Merry Christmas!
Friday Church Office closed / Pastor’s Sabbath

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
Dec. 23: Jay Harkness Dec. 24: Susan Blonshine
Dec. 25: Barbara Georgescu Dec. 27: Dave Barber
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The Angel Visiting Joseph in a Dream
by Georges de la Tour, 17th century

“"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”
(Matthew 1:20)




