Questions for Reflection

In Romans 1:1-6, Paul defines himself according to (1) who
Jesus is (promised through the prophets), (2) what Jesus gives
(grace and apostleship), and (3) why Jesus is for all people (to
foster faith). How do those qualities and gifts inform your own
definition of self? How might you amend, or more greatly
appreciate, your own self-image and the image you have of others
because of Jesus?

Questions for Reflection and Household Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster
John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

For Your Study and Reflection This Week
December 21, 2025
Fourth Week of Advent

Isaiah 7:10-16
Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for
you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? Therefore the
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with
child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel.”
(wv. 13-14)

Psalm 8o:1-7, 17-19
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved. (v. 19)

Romans 1:1-7
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. (v. 7)

Matthew 1:18-25
But just when [Joseph] had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” (vv. 20-23)



TWO-YEAR DAILY LECTIONARY

Year 2

Week of 4 Advent

Sunday, December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Psalms 24, 29 (morning)
Gen. 3:8-15

Rev. 12:1-10

John 3:16-21

Psalms 8, 84 (evening)

Monday, December 22, 2025
Psalms 61, 62 (morning)

Zech. 3:14-20

Titus 1:1-16

Luke 1:1-25

Psalms 112, 115 (evening)

Tuesday, December 23, 2025
Psalms 66, 67 (morning)

1 Samuel 2:1b-10

Titus 2:1-10

Luke 1:26-38

Psalms 116, 117 (evening)

Wednesday, December 24, 2025
Eve of the Nativity / Christmas Eve

Psalms 45, 46 (morning)
Baruch 4:36—s5:9

Gal. 3:23—4:7

Matt. 1:18-25

Isa. 59:15b-21 (evening)
Phil. 2:5-11 (evening)
Psalm 89:1-29 (evening)

Thursday, December 25, 2025

Nativity of the Lord / Christmas Day

Psalms 2, 85 (morning)

Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-4

1John 4:7-16

John 3:31-36

Psalms 110:1-5 (6-7), 132 (evening)

Friday, December 26, 2025
Second Day of Christmas

Psalms 28, 30 (morning)
2 Chronicles 24:17-22
Acts 6:1-7

Wisdom 4:7-15

Acts 7:50—8:8

Psalm 18 (evening)

Saturday, December 27, 2025
Third Day of Christmas

Psalms 97, 98 (morning)
Proverbs 8:22-30

John 13:20-35

Isaiah 44:1-8

1John 5:1-12

Psalm 145 (evening)

Sunday, December 28, 2025
First Sunday of Christmas
Fourth Day of Christmas
Psalms 93, 96 (morning)

1 Samuel 1:1-2, 7b-28

Col. 1:9-20

Luke 2:22-40

Psalm 34 (evening)

Household Prayer: Morning

Giver of light,

in the light of your Christ I see myself clearly as your child.
[ rise in thankfulness for you are present

when [ sleep and when I am awake.

[ rise to come to you in the hours of joy and in sorrow.
[ rise to live this day in your wisdom,

without fear, without acrimony,

but with charity toward those I meet

and toward myself when I find [ am wanting.

Lead me into your desire for me this day, O Lord.

Let me know your love is deep and abiding;

in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening

Giver of rest and silence,

in you I take refuge when the shadows deepen
and the time of sleep has come.

[ thank you for the ventures of this day,

for friends who helped me and for those who sought my help,

for the skills you planted in me to hone and use,
for the strangers whose lives enlarged mine today
and whose insights enrich my life.

Keep me safe from harm as I sleep

and bring me to a new dawn with strength to work and rejoice;

in Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.



