December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent

PRELUDE “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” GO TELL IT

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES

My soul magnifies the Lord;

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
The Mighty One has done great things.
Holy is God’s name!

Luke 1:46b-47, 49

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES Bonnie Ritter and Cheryl Simison
We light these candles as signs of the coming light of Christ.
As the Lord has promised, in days to come
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, Isa. 35:1
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.
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From Afier the Prelude, Year B by Williem H. Mathis. Copyright © 2008 Choristers Guild. Used by permission.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
+ HYMN: GTG #140  “Once in Royal David’s City” IRBY

(Verse 1: choir only; verses 2-4: choir and congregation)

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of majesty and glory, we are thirsty for your grace. You made a
way for us in the wilderness, and still, in our foolishness, we go
astray. We hide our eyes from your presence. We do not listen to
your word. We are lifeless when we ought to dance, and speechless
when we ought to sing. Forgive us, O Lord. Speak peace to our
fearful hearts, strengthen our weak hands, and make firm our
feeble knees as we seek to follow in your holy way. Amen.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
... In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

+ Those who are able may stand. 1 GTG = Glory to God (purple hymnal)

RESPONSE: GTG #88 VENI EMMANUEL
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (refrain only)
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... Lord God Almighty, remember your mercy.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

HYMN: GTG #99 MORNING SONG
“My Soul Gives Glory to My God (Song of Mary)”

MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Lori Filka

Children and youth are dismissed to Sunday School

INVITATION TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ES IST EIN’ ROS’
+ RESPONSE: GTG #133

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” (refrain only)

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

ADESTE FIDELES

+ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from The Westminster Shorter Catechism
(England, 1647)

Q. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?

A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a
true body and a reasonable soul, being conceived by the power of
the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of her,
yet without sin.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 35:1-10
The desert blooms

O.T. page 505

PsALm Psalm 146:5-10
God lifts up those bowed down

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
who gives justice to those who are oppressed,
and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind;
the Lorb lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.

The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.
The LORD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON James 5:7-10 N.T. page 182
Patience until the Lord’s coming

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 1:46b-55 N.T. page 44

My spirit rejoices in God

RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE Luke 1:72

This is the promise of God to our ancestors and to us.

Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Praise the Lord, Our God, Forever” Mozart / arr. Ehret

MEDITATION “Mary: The First Disciple” Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus

+ HYMN: GTG #123 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” CAROL

+ CHARGE

Be patient, beloved ones, James 5:7-8

and let your hearts be strong,
for the coming of the Lord is near.
Amen.

+ BLESSING

Bless the Lord with all your soul,

and may the blessing of God be with you.
Alleluia!

Luke 1:46b, 48

CHORAL BENEDICTION “We Want To Be Ready” Besig / Price

POSTLUDE “Joy to the World” ANTIOCH

You are invited to join us
for fellowship and refreshments
after worship in the Memorial Room.
It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude.

SERVING Us TODAY
Liturgist: Max Harman
Greeters: Youth of the Church
Next Week’s Greeters: Ron Dlouhy and Jane Hamelink
Sound: Marty Subject
Livestream: Tami Chapman
Security: Tim Hammond and Will Ozee



CHURCH HISTORY IN MINIATURE

#56: Philippians
Paul probably wrote his letter to the Christians in Philippi
while under house arrest in Rome, about ten years
after he first visited the Roman colony. (c. AD 60-62)

THE STUDY CATECHISM

Question 88. Won’t heaven be a boring place?

No. Heaven is our true home, a world of love. There the Spirit shall
be poured out into every heart in perfect love. There the Father and the
Son are united in the loving bond of the Spirit. There we shall be united
with them and one another. There we shall at last see face to face what
we now only glimpse as through a distant mirror. Our deepest, truest
delights in this life are only a dim foreshadowing of the delights that
await us in heaven. “You show me the path of life. In your presence there
is fullness of joy; in your right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Ps. 16:11).

CREDITS

Opening Sentences, Prayer of the Day, Call to Confession, Prayer of Confession,
Declaration of Forgiveness, Prayers of Intercession, Invitation to Offering, Prayer of
Dedication, Prayer for Illumination, Blessing, and Charge: Reprinted by permission of
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright
2014.

Responsive Psalms, Canticles, and Prayers: Book of Common Worship, Office of
Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), © 2018 Westminster John Knox Press.
Used with permission.

Affirmation of Faith: From The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Part I:
Book of Confessions, published by the Office of the General Assembly, © 2016. The Confession
of Faith—Inclusive Language Version © 2002 Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

The Study Catechism (Full Version): Approved by the 210th General Assembly (1998)
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

Music: “Go, Tell It on the Mountain.” African-American spiritual. Verses by John W.
Work, Jr. Tune: Go TELL IT. This arrangement copyright © 1997 Hal Leonard Corporation.
From Piano Solos for the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #A-717602. “Shine on
Us with Hope and Justice.” From After the Prelude, Year B. By William H. Mathis. Copyright ©
2008 Choristers Guild. Used with permission. “Once in Royal David’s City.” Text: Cecil
Frances Alexander, 1848, alt. Music: Henry John Gauntlett, 1849; harm. Arthur Henry Mann,
1919. Public domain. “My Soul Gives Glory to My God (Song of Mary).” Text: Miriam Therese
Winter, 1978; rev. 1987. Music: Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, 1813; harm. C. Winfred
Douglas, 1940. Text © 1978, 1987 Medical Mission Sisters. Music Harm. © 1943, 1961, 1985
Church Pension Fund. Used with permission, One License #A-717602. “Lo, How a Rose E'er
Blooming.” 15th century German carol. Translated by Theodore Baker. Tune: ES IST EIN’ ROS’.
Music from Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesdng. Copyright © 2020 Hal Leonard LLC.
From Piano Solos for the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #A-717602. “Angels
We Have Heard on High.” Text: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt. Music: French
carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937. Music © 1937, ren. 1965 H. Augustine Smith Jr.
(admin. Revell Company, a div. of Baker Publishing Group). Used with permission, One
License #A-717602. “Praise the Lord, Our God, Forever.” Music by Wolfgang A. Mozart.
English text by Walter Ehret. Edited and arranged by Walter Ehret. Copyright © 1980, 1983
Fred Bock Music Company. Used with permission, One License #A-717602. “It Came Upon the
Midnight Clear.” Text: Edmund Hamilton Sears, 1849, alt. Music: Richard Storrs Willis, 1850.
Public domain. “We Want To Be Ready.” Words by Don Besig and Nancy Price. Music by Don
Besig. Copyright © 1993, GlorySound, A Division of Shawnee Press, Inc. Permission pending,
One License #A-717602. “Joy to the World.” Words by Isaac Watts. Tune: ANTIOCH. Music by
George Frideric Handel. This arrangement copyright © 2020 Hal Leonard LLC. From Piano
Solos for the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #A-717602.

Art: Magnificat on Silk. By Frank Wesley, 20th century. From Art in the Christian
Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://
diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59193. Original source: Estate of Frank
Wesley, http://www.frankwesleyart.com/main_page.htm. Used with permission.
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Office hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

MINISTERS
All Members

STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Bill Pinches
Parish Associate: Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Charlie Herrick
Spiritual Growth Director: Lori Filka
Sanctuary Choir Director / Bell Choir Director: Deb Melse
Office Manager: Jessica Tessman
Financial Secretary: Becky Moots
Choral Music Accompanist: Yinzhe Li
Sexton: Eric VanDyke
Adult Spiritual Growth Coordinator: Michelle Mackey
Child Care: Jill Castle, Jasmine Leffew,
Violet Mackey, Sam Pinches, Keren Tayong

ELDERS
Class of 2025: Doreen Chapman, Mary Garland Jackson,
Greg Lang, Monte Shuck (Recording Clerk)
Class of 2026: Bruce Archer (Clerk), Ginnie Gibson,
Jane Hamelink, Tim Hammond
Class of 2027: Travis Archer, Dan Baker, Evelyn Tayong, Steve Sowles
Elders-Elect: Mary Garland Jackson, Greg Lang, Suzanne Lang, Monte Shuck

DEACONS
Class of 2025: Marge Clarke, Julie Dart, Tom Seely (Moderator).
Class of 2026: Ron Dlouhy (Treasurer), Bill Leutscher, Sandy Leutscher,
Nancy Sue MacDonald (Secretary), Laurie McGonigal
Class of 2027: Donna Archer, Rick Cote,
Sally Hughes, Debbie Johnson, Issie Nielsen
Deacons-Elect: Sandy Diehl, Pattie Yanz, Torrie Yanz

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today Adult Sunday School 11:30 am
Wednesday Lunch Packing for Advent House 10:15 am
Midweek Prayer 12:00 pm
Wonderful Wednesday (K-12) 4:00 pm
Wednesday Night Dinner 6:00 pm
Bell Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal 7:10 pm
Thursday  Session 7:00 pm
Friday Church Office closed / Pastor’s Sabbath
Saturday  Yarners 10:00 am
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

Dec. 14: Eric Foster
Dec. 17: Mary Lou French

Dec. 14: Jane Somerville
Dec. 19: Jessica Tessman
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Magnificat on Silk
by Frank Wesley, 20th century

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”
(Luke 1:46-47)




