November 16, 2025
23rd Sunday after Pentecost

PRELUDE ST. GEORGE'S WINDSOR
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES

Sing praises to the Lord, for God has done gloriously; Isa. 12:5-6
let us sing God’s praises throughout all the earth.
Shout aloud and sing for joy,

from the highest peaks, to the deepest caverns.
Shout aloud and sing for joy,

from the tiniest creatures, to the greatest herds.
Shout aloud and sing for joy,

in the midst of our joys and our sorrows.

Shout aloud and sing for joy,

as we come to worship the God of all creation!
Let us worship God!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

+ HYMN: GTG #611  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” HYMN TO JOY

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of Mercy, we confess that we have not been obedient sons and
daughters. We have grown idle in the work of discipleship and
weary in doing what is right. We have been selfish in our actions
and insistent in claiming our rights. We have not honored the
tradition of the apostles, or imitated the example of your saints.
Forgive us, we pray. Show us the way of repentance, free us from
our idle ways, and strengthen us to be faithful disciples of Jesus
Christ, through whom we pray. Amen.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

... In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

HYMN: GTG #641 “When in Our Music God Is Glorified” ENGELBERG

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

+ Those who are able may stand. 1 GTG = Glory to God (purple hymnal)

MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Sandy Diehl

Children and youth are dismissed to Sunday School

INVITATION TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” ST. ANNE

+ RESPONSE: GTG #606 OLD HUNDREDTH
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

+ PRAYER OF DEDICATION

+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from The Westminster Shorter Catechism
(London, 1647)

106. What do we pray for in the sixth petition?

In the sixth petition, which is, “And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil,” we pray that God would
either keep us from being tempted to sin or support and deliver us
when we are tempted.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Isaiah 65:17-25
New heavens and a new earth

O.T. page 530

CANTICLE [saiah 12:2-6
(The First Song of Isaiah)
The Holy One in your midst

Surely God is my salvation;

I will trust, and will not be afraid,

for the Lord Gob is my stronghold and my song,
and has become my Savior.

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
And in that day you will say:

Give thanks and call upon the name of the LORD.
Make known among the nations what the LORD has done;
proclaim that the name of the LORD is exalted.

Sing praises, for the LORD has done great things;
let this be known in all the earth.

Shout, and sing for joy, O people of God,
for great in your midst is the Holy One.

NEwW TESTAMENT LESSON 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 N.T. page 162
Do what is right
GOSPEL LESSON Luke 21:5-19 N.T. page 65

Suffering for Jesus’ sake

RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE Rev. 21:5
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MusIC “Hymn of Promise” Sleeth

Barb VanDyke and Monte Shuck

SERMON “The Days Will Come” Rev. Bill Pinches

+ HYMN: GTG #757 “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples” KINGSFOLD

+ CHARGE

Be strong in the truth of God.

Bear witness to the gospel.

Persevere in the face of evil.

Persist in your commitment to Christ.
Live without fear.

Love without reserve.

Amen.

+ BLESSING

May the grace of God,

the love of Christ,

and the power of the Holy Spirit be with you always.
Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “God of Our Fathers” NATIONAL HYMN

You are invited to join us
for fellowship and refreshments
after worship in the Memorial Room.
It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude.

SERVING Us TODAY
Liturgist: Barbara Georgescu
Greeters: Julie Dart and Monte Shuck
Next Week’s Greeters: Debbie and Rick Markiewicz
Sound: Tami Chapman
Livestream: Tami Chapman
Security: Tim Hammond and Barry Chapman

Today’s flowers are given by
Mary Lou French
in memory of
loved ones



CHURCH HISTORY IN MINIATURE

#54: Malta
Paul and his shipwrecked companions manage to reach Malta. They
spend the winter on the island, where Paul heals many who are sick.
(Acts 27:27—28:10) (AD 59-60)

THE STUDY CATECHISM

Question 84. What do you mean when you speak of “the
resurrection of the body”?

Because Christ lives, we will live also. The resurrection of the body
celebrates our eternal value to God as living persons, each one with a
unique and distinctive identity. Indeed, the living Savior who goes before
us was once heard, seen and touched in person, after the discovery of his
empty tomb. The resurrection of the body means hope for the whole
person, because it is in the unity of body and soul, not in soul alone, that
I belong in life and in death to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.

CREDITS

Opening Sentences, Prayer of the Day, Call to Confession, Prayer of
Confession, Declaration of Forgiveness, Prayers of Intercession, Invitation to
Offering, Prayer of Dedication, Prayer for Illumination, Blessing, and Charge:
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word®
Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Responsive Psalms, Canticles, and Other Prayers: Book of Common Worship,
Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), © 2018 Westminster John
Knox Press. Used with permission.

Affirmation of Faith: From The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),
Part I: Book of Confessions, published by the Office of the General Assembly, © 2016. The
Confession of Faith—Inclusive Language Version © 2002 Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

The Study Catechism (Full Version): Approved by the 210th General Assembly
(1998) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

Music: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come.” Words by Henry Alford. Tune: ST.
GEORGE’S WINDSOR. Music by George Job Alvey. This arrangement copyright © 2020 Hal
Leonard. From Piano Solos for the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #A-
717602. “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee.” Text: Henry van Dyke, 1907, alt. Music: Ludwig
van Beethoven, 1824; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1842, alt. Public domain. “When in Our
Music God Is Glorified.” Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1972, alt. Music: Charles Villiers Stanford,
1904, alt. Text © 1972 Hope Publishing Company. Used with permission, One License #A
-717602. “O God, Our Help in Ages Past.” Words by Isaac Watts. Tune: ST. ANNE. Music
by William Croft. This arrangement copyright © 2015 Hal Leonard Corporation. From
Piano Solos for the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #A-717602. “Praise
God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (Doxology). Text: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709. Tune:
Genevan Psalter, 1551. Public domain. “Hymn of Promise.” Words and music by Natalie
Sleeth. Copyright © 1986 and this arrangement © 2016 Hope Publishing Company. Used
with permission, One License #A-717602. “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples.” Text:
H. Kenn Carmichael, 1985. Music: English Country Songs. 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan
Williams, 1906. Text © 1989 H. Kenn Carmichael. Used with permission, One License #A
-717602. “God of Our Fathers.” Words by Daniel Crane Roberts. Tune: NATIONAL HYMN.
Music by George William Warren. This arrangement copyright © 2010 Hal Leonard
Corporation. From Piano Solos for the Church Year. Permission pending, One License #A
-717602.

Art: Prophecy of the Destruction of Jerusalem. By James Tissot, c. 1890. Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brooklyn_Museum_-
_The_Prophecy_of_the_Destruction_of_the_Temple_(La_pr%C3%
Aogdication_de_la_ruine_du_Temple)_-_James_Tissot.jpg. Public domain.
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Mason First Presbyterian Church

131 E Maple St, Mason, MI 48854 ¢ (517) 676-9333
office@masonpresbyterian.org
www.masonpresbyterian.org

Office hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

MINISTERS
All Members

STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Bill Pinches
Parish Associate: Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Charlie Herrick
Spiritual Growth Director: Lori Filka
Sanctuary Choir Director / Bell Choir Director: Deb Melse
Office Manager: Jessica Tessman
Financial Secretary: Becky Moots
Choral Music Accompanist: Yinzhe Li
Sexton: Eric VanDyke
Adult Spiritual Growth Coordinator: Michelle Mackey
Child Care: Jill Castle, Jasmine Leffew,
Violet Mackey, Sam Pinches, Keren Tayong

ELDERS
Class of 2025: Doreen Chapman, Mary Garland Jackson,
Greg Lang, Monte Shuck (Recording Clerk)
Class of 2026: Bruce Archer (Clerk), Ginnie Gibson,
Jane Hamelink, Tim Hammond
Class of 2027: Travis Archer, Dan Baker, Evelyn Tayong, Steve Sowles

DEACONS
Class of 2025: Marge Clarke, Julie Dart, Tom Seely (Moderator).
Class of 2026: Ron Dlouhy (Treasurer), Bill Leutscher, Sandy Leutscher,
Nancy Sue MacDonald (Secretary), Laurie McGonigal
Class of 2027: Donna Archer, Rick Cote,
Sally Hughes, Debbie Johnson, Issie Nielsen

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today Adult Sunday School 11:30 am
Wednesday Lunch Packing for Advent House 10:15 am
Midweek Prayer 12:00 pm
Wonderful Wednesday (K-12) 4:00 pm
Wednesday Night Dinner 6:00 pm
Bell Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal 7:10 pm
Thursday  Session 7:00 pm
Friday Church Office closed / Pastor’s Sabbath
Youth group preparing to serve the homeless
Saturday Yarners 10:00 am

Youth group serving the homeless in Lansing

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
Nov. 19: Mari Nicol
Nov. 21: Laurie McGonigal
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Prophecy of the Destruction of the Temple
by James Tissot, c. 1890

“By your endurance you will gain your souls.”
(Luke 21:19)




