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You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and 
also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the  

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone.  Ephesians 2:19-20 July 2025 

Worship on the Lord’s Day: Word 

(Continuing a discussion of various elements in the worship service…) 
 

Theology of Proclamation 
 

The Scriptures bear witness to the Word of God, revealed most fully in Jesus Christ, the Word who “became 
flesh and lived among us” (John 1:14). Where the Word is read and proclaimed, Jesus Christ the living Word is present 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, reading, hearing, preaching, and affirming the Word are central to Christian 
worship and essential to the Service for the Lord’s Day. 

A minister of the Word and Sacrament is responsible for the selection of Scriptures to be read in public 

worship. Selected readings are to be drawn from both Old and New Testaments, and over a period of time should reflect 
the broad content and full message of Scripture. Selections for readings should be guided by the rhythms of the Christian 
year, events in the world, and pastoral concerns in the local congregation. Lectionaries ensure a broad range of biblical 
texts as well as consistency and connection with the universal Church. The minister of the Word and Sacrament is also 
responsible for the version of the Bible to be used in public worship. The Scriptures are to be read in the common 
language(s) of the worshiping community. The congregation is to be informed of significant adaptations, paraphrases, or 
new translations. 

The Word proclaimed shall be based on the Word written in Scripture. Preaching requires diligence and 
discernment in the study of Scripture, listening for the voice of God through the discipline of daily prayer, theological 
reflection on the message of the gospel, sensitivity to the context of the congregation, attentiveness to what the Spirit is 
saying to the church, awareness of events in the world, and consistent and personal obedience to Jesus Christ. The 
sermon will present the gospel with clarity and simplicity, in language that all can understand. The gifts of song, drama, 
dance, and visual art may be employed in the proclamation of the Word. 

We respond to the proclamation of the Word in a variety of ways: confessing the faith of the Church, celebrating 
or reaffirming the Sacrament of Baptism, praying for the Church and world, and offering our 
lives in gratitude for God’s grace. The proclamation of the Word is incomplete if it fails to 
evoke the response of the people of God. When the Word is proclaimed, we are called, 
above all, to discern Jesus Christ, receive his grace, and respond to his call with obedience. 
All of these things depend on the gifts of the Holy Spirit, whom we seek in prayer. 

 
— from The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), “Directory for Worship” 

(continued next month) 



 Mason First Presbyterian Church 

Presbyterian Social Witness: Human Rights (Part 1 of 2) 

 

This is the sixth part of a series exploring different aspects of our church’s social witness policy. 

These policies provide human rights updates in a variety of global contexts. They also address 
issues including human trafficking, sexual violence in the military, torture, for-profit prisons, restorative 
justice, and the International Criminal Court. 

 
1. Resolution on the International Criminal Court (1999) 

This resolution adopted by the 211th General Assembly (1999) affirms the need for 
international judicial mechanisms for the administration of justice capable of addressing major 
categories of crime with consistent application for all countries. It calls upon all governments to be 
diligent in the conduct of affairs, preventing those acts that might constitute offenses of international 
character as defined by law, holding their own citizens accountable. 

 
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/international-criminal-courts1_0.pdf (7 pages) 

2. Resolution on Restorative Justice (2002) 
This resolution affirms the continued use of restorative justice as the guiding metaphor for the 

work, program and ministry of the church engaged with the criminal "justice" system. If offers a simple 
definition of restorative justice as "addressing the hurts and the needs of the victim, the offender, and 
the community in such a way that all — victim, offender and community — might be healed." 

The 200th General Assembly (1988) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) adopted a statement 
on "Prison Violence and Nonviolent Alternatives" that reaffirmed the theology of previous General 
Assemblies in urging that "individual Presbyterians and the entities of the General Assembly . . . 
advocate a social order where compassion and justice characterize efforts toward those in the criminal 
justice system." The statement went on to call for "changing a prison system that is based on the concept 
of punishment to one that encourages the restoration of the offender to the community and the 
development of alternatives to incarceration." The statement expressed concern regarding the violent 
nature of prisons as institutions and expressed "the need to develop a nonpunitive philosophy that 
stresses the use of the least restrictive alternatives to imprisonment, including community-based 
corrections."  

 
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/restorative-justice.pdf (36 pages) 

3. Human Rights Update 2002-2003 
An overall look at the work of the churches in relation to their advocacy for human rights 

observance suggests that they will undertake activities that promote respect for human rights based on 
both their faith as well as their commitment to the establishment and maintenance of a healthy and 
vibrant civil society. The Middle East Council of Churches has been promoting this view for over a 

decade, and is now in the process of implementing a project on “the role of churches in human rights 
awareness and advocacy”. While this may not suit all contexts, it has generated positive reviews from 
local and regional human rights groups and civil society advocates. The program is keen on exploring 
the religious sources of human rights, both Christian and Muslim, and is working to engage religious 
institutions to promote human rights as an integral part of their pastoral and academic institutions.  

(continued on next page) 



In a further step, human rights courses are being taught at local seminaries in Lebanon and Egypt, 
and the hope is that an aware cadre of ministers and priests will carry the message of tolerance, respect of 
human rights and human dignity to their pulpits. 

 
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/8-human_rights02-03-2003.pdf (72 pages) 

4. Resolution Calling for the Abolition of For-Profit Private Prisons (2003) 
 Establishing a strong foundation on biblical, theological, and historic principals, this study explores 
the present context in which our justice system functions. It puts forward the position that the rehabilitation 
of prisoners and profiting off of their incarceration are fundamentally opposed points of view. The treatment 
of prisoners cannot run the risk of corruption by considerations of what will make the most profit for share-
holders, yet in a for-profit prison system this is the primary motivation. 
 
 https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2024-10/3-abolition-of-for-profit-prisons-2003.pdf (44 pages) 

5. Human Rights Update 2003-2004 
This year’s report includes five categories of concern brought to the attention of the General 

Assembly Council (GAC), for the most part, by the partner churches around the world. They are civil, 
political, economic, social and cultural, and religious. The “Human Rights Update 2003-2004,” however, 
should not be construed by the members of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as the definitive statement of 
all the human rights violations received by the GAC during the course of the year. The 216th General 
Assembly (2004) encourages the members of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to continue to pray and work 
to end all forms of human rights violations worldwide. The “Human Rights Update 2003-2004” includes an 
action study guide developed to assist the middle governing bodies, sessions, and individual members to 
engage and focus on human rights issues. 

 
 https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/6-human-rights03-04-2004.pdf (100 pages) 

6. Resolution Against Torture: Human Rights in a Time of Terrorism (2006) 
This policy establishes biblical foundations for opposing torture, especially the affirmation that all 

persons, created by God, have value and rights that preclude inhumane treatment via torture. Although it 
addresses a number of places in the world where torture was ongoing in 2006, it focuses primarily on the 
United States’ use of torture in the course of the Iraq and Afghan wars. The resolution places the PC(USA) 
squarely in opposition to torture and approves any congressional steps to curb the practice by the country’s 
military and intelligence communities. 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has been among the strongest supporters of human rights law, an 
area of significant success in 20th Century Protestant Christian witness generally. One part of this has been 
our now 20-year history of preparing human rights updates for Christian education and public policy use. 
Previous General Assembly actions are noted in the background materials to this year’s resolution; copies 
can be found in the Advisory Committee’s Social Policy Compilation. 

 
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/5-resolution-against-torture-2006.pdf (19 pages) 
 

I would encourage you to pick one or more of these documents to read and study. 

Presbyterian Social Witness: Human Rights (Part 1 of 2) 
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Hello All! Thank you for helping with the Meijer Gift Card 

Program for the Mason Food Bank. A new food collection will be announced soon. 
Please keep in mind the Coats For Kids Drive this fall.  This annual community 
project collects and distributes warm winter coats, hats, gloves, and boots to 
children and those in need.  Items can be dropped off at the church all year 
round. 
We continue to pray for those in our church family who are in need of our love, 
care, and support.  Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers.  And, thank 
you for your continuing generosity to help those in need! 

Deacons 

Parish Life 

 

 
 

Keren Tayong  7/01 

Edward Clarke  7/09 

Loren Harkness  7/12 

Gladys Welker  7/12 

Gerald Ambrose  7/15 

Abel Tayong  7/15 

Nancy Sue MacDonald 7/16 

    

 

 

Judy Woolston  7/16 

Merrilee Brockman  7/17 

Tammy Sowles  7/19 

Kevin Mackey  7/21 

Janet Immekus  7/26 

Michelle Mackey  7/26 
 

Birthdays in July 



Spiritual Growth 

Important Dates 

Vacation Bible School will be a joint adventure 
between our church, the Methodist church and the 
Eden United Brethren church.  The event will be 
held at Eden United Brethren church on July 7, 8, 9, 
and 10th from 5:30-8:00pm.  

 

 

Triennium 2025  

This every 3-year event will take place in Louisville, KY, July 28-31st for 
Presbyterian youth 9th-12th grade. Thousands of youth world-wide will be 
attending this week of music, worship, and spiritual growth.  Many youth from 
our church plan to attend.  Please contact Lori 
Filka for details. 
 

Mason First Presbyterian Church 
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Worship & Music 
July 2025 Worship Calendar 

July 6  Fourth Sunday aŌer Pentecost ~ Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
   
July 13 FiŌh Sunday aŌer Pentecost 
  
July 20 Sixth Sunday aŌer Pentecost   
   
July 27 Seventh Sunday aŌer Pentecost ~ Two-Cents-a-Meal Hunger Offering 

A Message from the Finance Committee: 

Reimbursement Requests 

We have implemented a new process for reimbursements to members and friends.  When you 
need reimbursement from the church, you should submit your receipt or invoice to the office.  In 
the office, there is a reimbursement request that indicates the important information needed for 
the reimbursement.  Please complete the form and affix the receipt, at the bottom of the form.  
This allows for easier scanning of the receipt.  Jessica will send this information to the applicable 
committee chair for approval prior to processing the check.  Once the chair has approved the 
check, Finance will process the check, have our Treasurer or Assistant Treasurer sign it, and then 
leave it in the church office for you. 

There are things that slow down the processing of the check.  One is a lack of information 
including using only first name, using acronyms, or not knowing the activity.  The second possible 
delay is waiting for the chair to approve the request.  These requests are emailed to each chair (If 
there is a chair without an email, he/she will receive a paper request.).  If the chair has not seen 
the email yet, Finance is waiting for approval prior to processing the check. 

You can also email the receipt/invoice to Jessica (jessica@masonfirstpresbyterian.org). The 
committee chairs approval via this email is sufficient.  But remember, it needs to have all the 
detail! 

The Finance Committee appreciates your patience as we work through this new process. 

Statement Corrections 

There have been some requests to make changes on statements that should not be made.  There 
are two types of corrections that can, and should, be made.  First, if money is incorrect on the 
statement, then this will be corrected.  Second, if the fund listed is incorrect.  This will be 
corrected.  For example, if you paid $25 for Flowers but it shows up as a General Fund donation, 
we will correct this.  One item that cannot be corrected is the dates.  The date on the statement 
corresponds to our deposit date and should not be charged to the date in your records.  It is 
important that the dates match our deposit dates.   



BulleƟn Submissions are due by 12:00 PM every Wednesday.  Submissions for The Cornerstone are due by noon on the 20th day of every 
month.  Please be prompt.  Late submissions may not be honored.  We are aƩempƟng to publish the newsleƩer the week following Ses-

Mason First Presbyterian Church 
MINISTERS - All Members 
PASTOR - Rev. Bill Pinches 

PARISH ASSOCIATE - Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus 
PASTOR EMERITUS - Rev. Charlie Herrick 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH  DIRECTOR - Lori Filka 
SANCTUARY CHOIR DIRECTOR & BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR - 

Deb Melse 
OFFICE MANAGER - Jessica Tessman 

CHORAL MUSIC ACCOMPANIST - Le Ji (“Claire”) 
OFFICE ASSISTANT - Nancy Sue MacDonald 

SEXTON - Eric VanDyke 
ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH COORDINATOR - 

Michelle Mackey 
  

ELDERS:   
2025 - Doreen Chapman, Mary Garland Jackson, 
Greg Lang, Monte Shuck (Recording Clerk). 
2026 - Bruce Archer (Clerk of Session), Ginnie 
Gibson, Jane Hamelink, Tim Hammond. 
2027 - Travis Archer, Evelyn Tayong, Dan Baker, 
Steve Sowles. 
 

DEACONS:   
2025 - Marge Clarke, Julie Dart, Tom Seely 
(Moderator). 
2026 - Ron Dlouhy, Bill Leutscher, Sandy 
Leutscher, Nancy Sue MacDonald, Laurie 
McGonigal. 
2027 -  Donna Archer, Rick Cote, Sally Hughes, 
Debbie Johnson, Issie Nielson. 

WORSHIP AT  
MASON FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

In-Person and Livestreaming at 10:00am each Sunday 

 Mason First Presbyterian Church 

Find the latest, up-to-date church calendar at masonpresbyterian.org 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and 

be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,  

and give you peace. 
Numbers 6.24-26 


