Mason First Presbyterian Church

CORNERSTONE

You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and
also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone. Ephesians 2:19-20
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Prayerful Participation in Worship

Prayer is at the heart of worship. It is a gift from God, who desires dialogue and relationship with us.
It is a posture of faith and a way of living in the world. Prayer is also the primary way in which we participate
in worship. Christian prayer is offered through Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Faithful
prayer is shaped by God’s Word in Scripture and inspires us to join God’s work in the world.

There are many kinds of prayer—adoration, thanksgiving, confession, supplication, intercession,
dedication. There are many ways to pray—listening and waiting for God, remembering God’s gracious acts,
crying out to God for help, or offering oneself to God. Prayer may be spoken, silent, sung, or enacted in
physical ways.

The singing of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs is a vital and ancient form of prayer. Singing
engages the whole person, and helps to unite the body of Christ in common worship. The congregation itself
is the church’s primary choir; the purpose of rehearsed choirs and other musicians is to lead and support the
congregation in the singing of prayer. Special songs, anthems, and instrumental music may also serve to
interpret the Word and enhance the congregation’s prayer. Furthermore, many of the elements of the service
of worship may be sung. Music in worship is always to be an offering to God, not merely an artistic display,
source of entertainment, or cover for silence.

Participation in worship may involve a range of other actions: kneeling, bowing, standing, lifting
hands; dancing, drumming, clapping, embracing, or joining hands; anointing and laying on of hands.

The gifts of the Spirit are for building up the Church. Every action in worship is to glorify God and
contribute to the good of the people. Worshipers and worship leaders must avoid actions that only call
attention to themselves and fail to serve the needs of the whole congregation.

— from The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), “Directory for Worship”
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Mason First Presbyterian Church

Session Synopsis

The December meeting of Session opened with the welcome of five new Elder-elects,
Travis Archer, Evelyn Tayong, Dan Baker, Greg Lang, and Steve Sowles.

The Finance Committee presented an application for a $3,000 grant available from the
Presbytery to offset 2025 Board of Pension medical coverage costs. The application was
approved by Session. Session also approved the committee recommended 2025 General
Fund Budget of $365,353, slightly less than the $367,110 budget of 2024.

The Parish Life Committee reviewed their description of organization and
responsibilities outlined in the Manual of Operations. Session approved recommended
changes to committee membership, leadership, and the process of reviewing church
membership. The Saints Alive logo representing the young adult group in 2013 was also
deleted from committee operations from years of inactivity.

The Spiritual Growth Committee is coordinating with Holt Presbyterian youth leaders
for the joint high school youth groups to perform Presbyterian Disaster Relief mission
work a few days following the three day PCUSA Youth Triennium, July 28-31, 2025. The
mission work will provide for a week-long youth event.

The Administration Committee noted approval of the 2025 General Fund Budget
included changing the general church cleaning activities from an outside cleaning
contractor to additional hours for the part-time Sexton. The change provides a
significant decrease in Administration costs with a less significant increase in Personnel
costs. Discussion continues on a request for building use for a yoga class. The challenge
is issues with liability and maintaining tax emption for the church properties.

The Mission Committee continues to discern the activities of the Bridge Builders Task
Force to address mission opportunities supporting the Antiracism Statement of the
church and Presbytery.

The Nominating Committee will be submitting one other nominee for the Board of
Deacons at the annual congregational meeting on February 23rd.

Pastor Bill will be leading a weekly book discussion for ten weeks following worship
services on the book “The False White Gospel” starting in February. The text is one of
the books reviewed and recommended for study by the Bridge Builders Task Force. The
Task Force will meet Friday evenings at 6:15 PM beginning January 1oth.

Bruce F Archer
Clerk of Session
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This is the first installment in a new series in this newsletter. These introductory
comments are taken from portions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) website. In future
months, we will explore different aspects of our church’s social witness policy.

Presbyterians believe that Jesus Christ made it clear in his teachings we have an ethical
responsibility to engage in issues of social justice. Our social witness stance is affirmed by
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), which encourages church
members and leaders to go to places of suffering and need to alleviate poverty, stop violence,
protect the planet from climate change, and seek justice for immigrants, the LGBTQIA+
community, and people of color. By engaging in those issues from a biblical perspective, the
church recognizes God’s sovereignty over every aspect of human life.

The PC(USA) has a long history of applying theological insights to issues that affect
society, believing that all people are children of God. The church seeks to earnestly discern
the will of Christ, and to speak and act with humility and love.

The PC(USA)’s Social Witness Policy serves the church’s prophetic role by offering
thoughtful studies on ethical and moral issues, fostering Christian discernment, and making
policy recommendations for faithful action. The policy addresses pressing social concerns to
guide the church’s witness in society.

The Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy is responsible for the process of
developing and recommending social witness policy to the General Assembly. The term
“social witness policy” refers to the positions adopted by the General Assembly to express its
stance on and guide response to issues in the public order, including their relation to the
church’s own life and mission. These positions may take the form of policy statements,
resolutions, study papers, or social involvement reports. The Advisory Committee on Social
Witness Policy’s structure and role have been reasonably constant since 1936.

The Social Education and Action mandate: “that the Presbyterian Church is under
obligation to show how ... Christian principles apply to all social, moral, economic, national
and international relationships ...; that responsibility for attacking this vital and far-reaching
task be lodged with a group of socially-minded and consecrated men and women, authorized
by the GA ... and that the group so appointed be clothed with authority commensurate with
their responsibility.” This authority included “recommending to the General Assembly of
declarations of principles ... and the means to be taken by our Church to make the Christian
Gospel more effective...”

Biblically, the model for church social witness agencies lies in the prophetic vocation.
Unlike in Islam, where the prophet became the ruler, in Judaism and Christianity the prophet
remains separate from the ruler. Practically speaking, the “prophetic” function in organized
church life does not “rule;” it advises. Almost all denominations have some orderly way to
include the “prophetic” function in their organizations. The Holy Spirit speaks directly to
every Christian conscience, but part of the church’s “ministerial and declarative” voice has
been seen to consist of ethical guidance, free enough to help reform the church under the
guidance of the Word of God.
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Deacons

Happy New Year! We ended 2024 with a successful annual Christmas Basket project. Thanks to
your wonderful and generous support, we were able to make Christmas a little merrier for three
local families, including fifteen children, and eight seniors.

We remember the care and concern shown to so many in need of some TLC during 2024, with
phone calls, visits, cards, flowers, and meals. We are grateful for the many important projects we
were able to support because of your continuous generosity. It is a blessing to be part of such a
caring church family and we thank you!

Please continue to pray for those in our church family that are in need of our love, care and support.
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= Davis Baker 1/05 Bill Leutscher 1/24

Rod Guy 1/05 Isaac Reyes 1/26
IJoann Caltrider 1/14 Sloane St. George 1/27

Sandy Diehl 1/15 Timothy Pinches 1/28 .
. Dale Miihlbach 1/17 Linda Myall 1/29 I
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Worship & Music

January 2025 Worship Calendar

January 5 Second Sunday of Christmas ~ Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
~ Guest Organist: Caitlyn Brown
January 12 Baptism of the Lord ~ Renewal of Baptismal Vows
~ Ordination and Installation of Deacons and Elders
January 19 ~ Children’s Sermon
January 26 ~ Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus preaching

~ Two-Cents-a-Meal Hunger offering

Finance
Financial Report through October 31, 2024

General Fund Balance: January 1, 2024 0

Income through October 31, 2024 $ 325,757

Expenses through October 31, 2024 $ 289,920
Ending Balance (10/31/24) S 35,837
Genergl Fund Balance 10/31/24 > 35,837 Anticipated pledged income through October
Revolving Accounts Balance 59,526 $238 233
Reserve Accounts Balance 68,731 . '

Actual pledged income through October

Investments as of 9/30/24 (end of 3rd quarter 2024) 555,758 $246,970
Net Financial Position (10/31/24) $719,852 ’

THANK YOU for your financial commitment to church operations for 2025! Your
commitments made over the past few months, our positive financial position at year’s
end, and a one-time grant from Presbytery to offset increased costs for medical
insurance, has given us the financial resources necessary for us to continue moving
forward in following the two commandments which guide our lives — LOVE GOD WITH
ALL YOUR HEART AND LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF!

The budget adopted by Session in December totaled $365,353, which is very close to the
one we had in 2024. These financial resources — in addition to the dedicated efforts of
our staff, and the ongoing involvement of our members —is a great start for the new year.
And there is much to do!

Thanks again!



Mission Committee
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B{ The Mission Committee is once again planning an adult mission trip to the Pine

§ Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. The trip 1s through the Re-Member

P Organization and takes place during Senior Week which 1s September 13-19, 2025.
> < P p

°< As of now the total cost per person is $800. This cost includes lodging, meals, and
:< transportation while on the reservation. The Mission Committee will be

.< responsible for all travel expenses, mncluding hotel rooms, meals, and gas money for

§ the trip there and back. Individuals are responsible for the $800 fee.

§ This will be our third adult mission trip to Pine Ridge. While on the Rez, we will

< be building outhouses, ramps, and beds for families who need these things. We
:< also may be skirting traller homes to provide better protection against the winter
.< conditions or working at Feather II to harvest and care for the gardens that provide
.< fresh vegetables for families. The most important things we will be doing are

o< mteracting with the Lakota people, learning about their culture, and recognizing
°< how the mnjustices of the past atfect the lives of the Lakota people today.
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Find the latest, up-to-date church calendar at masonpresbyterian.org

WORSHIP AT
MASON FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

In-Person and Livestreaming at 10:00am each Sunday

Bulletin Submissions are due by 9:00am every Monday. Submissions for The Cornerstone are due by noon on the 15th day of every month.
Please be prompt. Late submissions may not be honored. We are now attempting to publish the newsletter the week following Session.

The Lord bless you and Reep you,
the Lord maRe his face to shine upon you, and :
be gracious to you,

CORNERSTONE _ :
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,

and give you peace.
Numbers 6.24-26

Mason First Presbyterian Church
MINISTERS - All Members
PASTOR - Rev. Bill Pinches
PARISH ASSOCIATE - Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus
PASTOR EMERITUS - Rev. Charlie Herrick
SPIRITUAL GROWTH DIRECTOR - Lori Filka
SANCTUARY CHOIR DIRECTOR & BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR -
Deb Melse
OFFICE MANAGER - Jessica Tessman
FINANCIAL SECRETARY - Jess Weber
CHORAL MUSIC ACCOMPANIST - Le Ji (“Claire”)
OFFICE ASSISTANT - Nancy Sue MacDonald
SEXTON - Eric VanDyke
ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH COORDINATOR -
Michelle Mackey

From The Bridge Builders For

ELDERS: Racial Atonement Task Force:
2025 - Doreen Chapman, Mary Garland Jackson,

Monte Shuck (Recording Clerk). o
2026 - Bruce Archer (Clerk of Session), Ginnie If you were unable to Join us

Gibson, Jane Hamelink, Tim Hammond. for the Viewing Of the Vldeo

2027 - Travis Archer, Evelyn Tayong, Dan Baker, " il

Greg Lang, Steve Sowles. They Even TOOk The Dlrtt .
and would like to watch it, it

DEACONS: . .

2025 - Marge Clarke, Julie Dart, Timothy Pinches, is available on YouTube:

Tom Seely (Moderator). https://www.youtube.com/
2026 - Ron Dlouhy, Bill Leutscher, Sandy watch?v=05LXCcEes2c&t=43s
Leutscher, Nancy Sue MacDonald, Laurie

McGonigal.

2027 - Donna Archer, Rick Cote, Debbie Johnson,
Issie Nielsen




