December 24, 2023
The Nativity of the Lord: Christmas Eve

PRELUDE “Merry Christmas, Mister Lawrence” Sakamoto
Feng Kang, piano

“Christmas Meditations” arr. Manookin

Laura Johnson, organ

WELCOME Rev. Bill Pinches
PRAYER OF ADORATION
ANTHEM “O Magnum Mysterium” Ramos

Sanctuary Choir - Tenors and Basses
The cows, oxen, and donkeys come to the manger.
O magnum mysterium O great mystery,
et admirabile sacramentum and wonderful sacrament,

ut animalia viderunt that animals should see

Dominum natum the newborn Lord

jacentem in praesepio. lying in a manger.
O magnum mysterium. Amen. O great mystery. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT AND CHRIST CANDLES Youth of the Church
... Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. Isa. 9:2

INTROIT “Come, Behold the Newborn King” Scholes
Sanctuary Bells

OPENING SENTENCES Luke 2:10-11; Luke 2:14; Isa. 9:2, 6

There is good news of great joy for all!

Our Savior is born: the Messiah, the Lord.

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.

Light shines on those who live in darkness,

for a child is born to us this night.

Let us worship God!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

+HYMN: GTG #123 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” CAROL

ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE Luke 2:14

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

THE FIRST LESSON The Angel Gabriel Visits the Virgin Mary Luke 1:26-38
Jill Castle

Gabriel and Mary come to the manger.

THE SECOND LESSON  Mary’s Song of Praise Luke 1:46-55

Hannah Koutz

+ Those who are able may stand. 1

HYMN: GTG #145 “What Child Is This” GREENSLEEVES
THE THIRD LESSON The Angel Visits Righteous Joseph ~ Matthew 1:18-25
Violet Mackey

Joseph comes to the manger.

THE FOURTH LESSON The Birth of Jesus the Messiah Luke 2:1-7
Keren Tayong
Baby Jesus comes to the manger.

+HYMN: GTG #119  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” MENDELSSOHN
THE FIFTH LESSON The Angels Visit the Shepherds Luke 2:8-20
Erin McGonigal
The shepherds, sheep, and angels come to the manger.
ANTHEM “In the Bleak Midwinter” arr. Forrest
Sanctuary Choir
THE SIXTH LESSON The Word Became Flesh John 1:1-5, 14, 16

Sam Pinches
+HYMN: GTG #113 “Angels We Have Heard on High” GLORIA

INVITATION TO OFFER OUR GIFTS Isa. 9:6; Luke 2:11; John 1:16
All gifts collected tonight, unless otherwise designated,
will be donated to Mason Community Services
and Capital Area Community Services
to benefit people in our area who are in need.

ANTHEM “Is He Worthy?” Peterson/Shive
Travis Archer, soloist arr. Duren
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

+HYMN: GTG #133 ADESTE FIDELES

A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN Katharine Wise

HYMN: GTG #115 “Away in a Manger” MUELLER

Monte Shuck, guitar

A WORD FOR THE ADULTS Rev. Bill Pinches

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING

ANTHEM “All Is Well” Kirkpatrick/Smith
Sanctuary Choir arr. Larson

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
Acolytes will move through the sanctuary as we begin singing
“Silent Night,” lighting the candle of those seated near the aisles.
Tip your unlit candle towards a candle that is already lit;
do not tip your candle after it is lit.
We invite you to sit in quiet meditation as the light grows.

“«

We will extinguish our candles as “Joy to the World” begins.

GTG = Glory to God (purple) 2

HYMN: GTG #122 STILLE NACHT
Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright

‘round yon virgin mother and child!

Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.

“Silent Night, Holy Night!”

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia:
Christ the Savior is born;

Christ the Savior is born!”

Silent night, holy night!

Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King:

Christ the Savior is born;
Christ the Savior is born.

MOMENT OF PEACE

+HYMN: GTG #134 “Joy to the World” ANTIOCH
+BLESSING Titus 3:4-7
... and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen!

+CHARGE Luke 2:10-11
Go and tell this good news of great joy: to us a Savior is born.
Alleluia!

“Go Tell It on the Mountain” arr. Work
Feng Kang, piano

+POSTLUDE

You are welcome to greet one another during the postlude.

Merry Christmas!

SERVING Us TODAY
Guest Organist: Laura Johnson
Greeters: Sarah Fay-Koutz, Hannah Koutz, and Nancy Sue MacDonald
Sound: Marty Subject
Livestream: Tami Chapman
Security: Dan Baker and Tim Hammond
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THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS

“Christmas” (from Christ-mass) is the church’s celebration of the
incarnation and nativity of Jesus Christ. At the Nativity of the Lord and
throughout the season of Christmas we give thanks that, in the fullness
of time, God’s Word became flesh to live among us, full of grace and
truth. We proclaim this good news of great joy for all people: that God
has sent us a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. We bear witness to the light
of Christ that has come into the world, the light that darkness cannot
overcome.

Christians have commemorated the Nativity of the Lord on
December 25 since at least the fourth century in Rome. As with Advent,
the origin of this festival is unclear. Some have proposed that it was
established to replace the Roman feast of Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (the
“day of the birth of the unconquered sun”). According to another theory,
Jesus’ conception was thought to correspond with the day of his
crucifixion: March 25, according to early Christian tradition; December
25 is exactly nine months later.

As with Easter, Christmas refers not only to a single day, but to a
whole season of celebration in the Christian year. The season of
Christmas spans the twelve days between the Nativity of the Lord
(December 25) and the Epiphany of the Lord (January 6). Traditionally,
the first service of Christmas takes place on the eve of the Nativity of the
Lord. Depending on the year, one or two Sundays fall within the season
of Christmas; on these Sundays we continue to rejoice in the wondrous
gift of Emmanuel—God with us in Jesus Christ.

CREDITS

Prayers: Book of Common Worship, Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), © 2018 Westminster John Knox Press. Used with permission.

Other Scripture Readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible—Updated Edition, copyright
© 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used with
permission. All rights reserved.

Music: “Merry Christmas, Mister Lawrence.” By Ryuichi Sakamoto. Copyright © 1983 Yano
Music Publishing. “Christmas Meditations.” Arranged by Robert P. Manookin. Copyright © 1993,
Jackman Music Corporation. “O Magnum Mysterium.” Traditional Latin text. Music by Evan
Ramos. Copyright © 2016 BLP Choral Music. Used with permission, OneLicense #A-717602. “Come,
Behold the Newborn King.” Music by Linda Scholes, based on the hymn tunes ADESTE FIDELES,
REGENT SQUARE, and IHR KINDERLEIN KOMMET. Copyright © 2019 Lorenz Publishing Company, a
division of The Lorenz Corporation. Used with permission, One License #A-717602. “It Came Upon
the Midnight Clear.” Text: Edmund Hamilton Sears, 1849, alt. Music: Richard Storrs Willis, 1850.
Public domain. “What Child is This.” Text: William Chatterton Dix, 1871. Music: English ballad,
16th cent.; arr. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871. Public domain. “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”
Text: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt. Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840; arr. William Hayman Cummings,
1855. Public domain. “In the Bleak Midwinter.” Words: Christina Rosetti, c. 1872. Music: CRANHAM
by Gustav Holst, 1906; arranged by Dan Forrest. Copyright © 2023 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. Used
with permission, OneLicense #A-717602. “Angels We Have Heard on High.” Text: French carol;
trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt. Music: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937. Music ©
1937, ren. 1965 H. Augustine Smith Jr. (admin. Revell Company, a div. of Baker Publishing Group).
“Is He Worthy?” Words and music by Andrew Peterson and Ben Shive. Arr. by Cliff Duren.
Copyright © 2018 Junkbox Music (ASCAP) Vamos Publishing (ASCAP) Capitol CMG Genesis
(ASCAP) (adm. at CapitolCMGPublishing.com) / Jakedog Music (ASCAP) (admin. by Music
Services). “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” Text: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; trans. Frederick Oakeley, 1841,
alt. Music: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906. Public domain. “Away in a
Manger.” Text: Stanzas 1-2, Little Children’s Book for Schools and Families, c. 1885; stanza 3, Gabriel’s
Vineyard Songs, 1892. Music: James R. Murray, 1887. Public domain. “All Is Well.” Words and
music by Wayne Kirkpatrick and Michael W. Smith. Arranged by Lloyd Larson. Copyright © 1989
and this arr. © 2014 Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC and Universal-Music—Careers. “Silent Night,
Holy Night!” Text: Joseph Mohr, 1816; stanzas 1-3, English trans. John Freeman Young, 1863; stanza 4,
English trans. Jane Montgomery Campbell, 1863, alt. Music: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1818. Public
domain. “Joy to the World.” Text: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt. Music: Attr. George Frederick Handel,
1742; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836. Public domain. “Go, Tell It on the Mountain.” Music: African
American spiritual; arr. John W. Work 111, 1940; harm. Melva Wilson Costen, 1987. Music Harm. ©
1989 Melva Wilson Costen.
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STAFF
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DAILY PRAYER
Book of Common Worship: Daily Prayer (2018)

CREDITS (CONTINUED)

Art: Adoration of the Magi. Byzantine icon; artist unknown. Byzantine and Christian Museum,
Athens, Greece. Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MCB-icon1.jpg. Used with per-
mission, Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license.
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Adoration of the Magi

Byzantine icon; artist unknown
Byzantine and Christian Museum, Athens, Greece

The fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
(Galatians 5:22-23)




