
 

+ Those who are able may stand. 1  = Glory to God (purple) 2  3 

December 17, 2023 
The Third Sunday of Advent 

 
P  “Sonata No. 8, mov. II” Beethoven 
 
W   A  
 
L    A  C  Coley and Debbie Johnson 
… Let us walk in the light of the Lord.  Amen. Isa. 35:1 
 
C  I  “Christmas Is Coming” Raney 
 
O  S  
Jesus says: I am coming soon.  Rev. 22:20 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;  Isa. 61:1 
God sends good news to the oppressed. 
My soul magnifies the Lord;  Luke 1:46-47 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
Let us worship God! 
 
P    D  
 
+H :  #102   ,    
   “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
 
C   C   Matt. 3:2-3 
 
P   C  
God of the future, 
you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. 
We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, 
for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment. 
We accept lies as truth, 
exploit neighbors, 
abuse the earth, 
and refuse your justice and peace. 
 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, 
and to seek things that will endure 
when Christ comes to judge the world. 
 
S  P   C  
 
D   F   Isa. 35:1, 10 
… In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 
H :  #99    
   “My Soul Gives Glory to My God (Song of Mary)” 
 
 

P   I  
...Come quickly, Lord; 
our hope is in you. 
 
P   T  
 
T  L ’  P    
 
C ’  P   The Christmas Story 

featuring 
 Beckett Barber Violet Mackey 
 Jacob Barber Ashley Paul 
 Jill Castle Ben Pinches 
 Calvin Hammond Sam Pinches 
 Jo Hammond Sloane St. George 
 Leah Harkness Keren Tayong 
 Tyler Harkness Caidra VanDyke 
 Jasmine Leffew Alison Winans 
 Hannah Koutz 
 

Children and youth are dismissed to Sunday School 
 
I   O   Luke 1:46-47, 51-53 
 
O  “Valse No. 36” Schubert 
 
+R :  #88    
   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (refrain) 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
+A   F  from The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
    (England, 1647) 
 Q. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man? 
 A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a 
true body and a reasonable soul, being conceived by the power of 
the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, 
yet without sin. 
 
P   I  
 
O  T  L  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 O.T. page 527 
 
G  L  Luke 1:46b-55 N.T. page 44 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. 
 Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name; 
indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 
 and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
He has come to the aid of his child Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
 to Abraham and to his descendants forever. 
 
N  T  L   1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 N.T. page 159 
 
G  L  John 1:6-8, 19-28 N.T. page 70 
 
R   S   Matt. 3:2 
Repent and return to God; 
the realm of heaven is at hand. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
A  “Waiting” Choplin 
 
M  “My Spirit Rejoices in God My Savior” Rev. Bill Pinches 
 
+H :  #100       

“My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout (Canticle of the Turning)” 
 
+B   Rom. 15:13 
May the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Alleluia! 
 
+C   Matt. 3:3 
Prepare the way of the Lord! 
Amen! 
 
+C  B   “Creation Will Be at Peace” arr. Page 
 
P  “Prelude No. 8” Debussy 
 

 
You are invited to join us 

for fellowship and refreshments 
after worship in the Memorial Room. 

It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude. 
 
 

S  U  T  
Children’s Presentation written by Lori Filka 

Liturgist: Emelia Hammond 
Greeters: Debi and Mike Buchman 

Sound: Marty Subject 
Livestream: Tami Chapman 

Security: Tim Hammond 
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C  H   M  
 

#64. Rome: 
In Rome and under house arrest, Paul continues spreading the Gospel 

for two years, meeting with curious Jews while he awaits his trial. 
(Acts 28:17-17-31) (AD 60-62) 

 
 

T  S  C  
 
 Question 119.  Can you obey these commandments perfectly? 
 No. I am at once a forgiven sinner and a forgiven sinner. As a sinner 
without excuse, I fail to obey these commandments as God requires. “For 
whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it” (James 2:10). I should not adjust the law to my 
failures, nor reduce my failures before God. Yet there is more grace in 
God than sin in me. While I should not cease to pray to God for mercy, I 
can be confident that God is forgiving and that I will be set free from all 
my sins. By grace I can confess my sins, repent of them, and grow in love 
and knowledge day by day.  
 
 

C  
 
 Prayers: Book of Common Worship, Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), © 2018 Westminster John Knox Press.  Used with permission. 
 Other Scripture Readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible—Updated Edition, 
copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America.  Used with permission.  All rights reserved. 
 Affirmation of Faith:  From The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
Part I: Book of Confessions, published by the Office of the General Assembly, © 2016. 
 The Study Catechism (Full Version):  Approved by the 210th General Assembly 
(1998) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 Music: “Sonata No. 8, mov. II.”  By Ludwig van Beethoven.  Public domain.  
“Christmas Is Coming.”  Words and music by Joel Raney.  Copyright © 2002 Hope 
Publishing Company.  Used with permission, One License #A-717602.  “Savior of the 
Nations, Come.”  Text:  Attr. Ambrose of Milan, 4th cent.; German para. Martin Luther, 
1523; English trans. stanza 1, William Morton Reynolds, 1850, alt.; English trans. stanzas 2-
4, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006.  Music:  Erfurt Enchiridion, 1524; harm. Sethus 
Calvisius, 1594.  English Trans. Sts. 2-4 © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Used with permission, 
One License #A-717602.  “My Soul Gives Glory to My God (Song of Mary).”  Text:  Miriam 
Therese Winter, 1978; rev. 1987.  Music:  Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, 1813; harm. 
C. Winfred Douglas, 1940.  Text © 1978, 1987 Medical Mission Sisters.  Music Harm. © 
1943, 1961, 1985 Church Pension Fund.  Used with permission, One License #A-717602.  
“Valse No. 36.”  By Franz Schubert.  Public domain.  “Waiting.”  Words and music by 
Pepper Choplin.  Copyright © 2007 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz 
Corporation.  Used with permission, One License #A-717602.  “My Soul Cries Out with a 
Joyful Shout (Canticle of the Turning).”  Text:  Rory Cooney, 1990.  Music:  Irish melody; 
arr. Rory Cooney, 1990.  Text and Music Arr. © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.  Used with 
permission, One License #A-717602.  “Creation Will Be at Peace.”  Words: Isaiah 11:6-9, 
freely adapted by J. Paul Williams.  Music by Anna Laura Page.  Copyright © 1992 Jubilate 
Music Group.  Used with permission, One License #A-717602.  “Prelude No. 8.”  By Claude 
Debussy.  Public domain. 
 Art:  Virgin Annunciate.  By Antonello da Messina, c. 1472.  Source: https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Antonello_da_Messina_-_Virgin_Annunciate_-
_Galleria_Regionale_della_Sicilia,_Palermo.jpg.  Public domain.  

 

Mason First Presbyterian Church 
131 E Maple St, Mason, MI 48854-1655 

(517) 676-9333 
 info@masonpresbyterian.org 
www.masonpresbyterian.org 

Office hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9:00–11:30am 
 

MINISTERS 
All Members 

 
STAFF 

Pastor:  Rev. Bill Pinches 
Parish Associate: Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus 
Pastor Emeritus:  Rev. Charlie Herrick 
Spiritual Growth Director:  Lori Filka 

Office Manager:  Sheren Wright 
Sanctuary Choir Director / Bell Choir Director:  Deb Melse 

Choral Music Accompanist / Organist:  Feng Kang 
Office Assistant: Nancy Sue MacDonald 

Sexton: Eric VanDyke 
Adult Spiritual Growth Coordinator:  Michelle Mackey 

Child Care: Jill Castle, Aimee Cruickshank, Isaiah Hawkins, 
Hannah Koutz, Jasmine Leffew, Sam Pinches, Lucy Simons 

 
ELDERS 

Class of 2023:  Bruce Archer (clerk), Tim Hammond, Mary Ozee, Steve Sowles. 
Class of 2024: Jerry Ambrose, Lucinda Davenport, Loren Harkness, Tonya Seely. 

Class of 2025: Doreen Chapman, Anita Cote, Mary Garland Jackson, 
Monte Shuck. 

Elders-Elect: Bruce Archer, Ginnie Gibson, Jane Hamelink, Tim Hammond 
 

DEACONS 
Class of 2023:  Lisa Castle, Jay Harkness, Vern Schrock. 

Class of 2024: Donna Hujsak, Issie Nielsen, Camille Subject. 
Class of 2025: Marge Clarke, Julie Dart, Timothy Pinches, Tom Seely. 

Deacons-Elect: Ron Dlouhy, Sandy Leutscher, Nancy Sue MacDonald 
 

DAILY PRAYER 
Book of Common Worship: Daily Prayer (2018) 

 
EVENTS THIS WEEK 

 Today Adult Sunday School 11:15 am 
 Wednesday Lunch Packing for Advent House 10:30 am 
  Prayer Fellowship 12:00 pm 
  Wonderful Wednesday (children/youth) 4:00 pm 
  Wednesday Night Dinner 6:00 pm 
  Bell Choir rehearsal 6:30 pm 
  Choir rehearsal 7:10 pm 
 Thursday Session 7:00 pm 
 Friday Church Office closed / Pastor’s Sabbath 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
   Mary Lou French Dec. 17 
   Jay Harkness  Dec. 23 
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Virgin Annunciate 
by Antonello da Messina, c. 1472 

The fruit of the Spirit  
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
(Galatians 5:22-23) 


