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July 30, 2023 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
P  “Chorale from Cantata 147” Bach 
 
W   A  
 
T -C - -M  H  O  
 
O  S  
Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. Ps. 118:1 
God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
The Lord upholds those who are falling; Ps. 145:14 
God raises those who are bowed down. 
If God is for us, who can be against us? Rom. 8:31, 39 
Nothing can separate us from God’s love. 
Let us worship God! 
 
P    D  
 
+H :  #625 “O Lord My God”     
 
C   C   1 John 1:8-9 
 
P   C  
O Lord our God, 
you call us to proclaim the gospel, 
but we remain silent in the presence of evil. 
You call us to be reconciled to you and one another, 
but we are content to live in separation. 
You call us to seek the good of all, 
but we fail to resist the powers of oppression. 
You call us to fight pretensions and injustice, 
but we sit idly by, 
endangering the lives of people far and near. 
 
Forgive us, O Lord. 
Reconcile us to you by the power of your Spirit, 
and give us the courage and strength 
to be reconciled to others; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. 
 
S  P   C  
 
D   F   John 3:5, 2 Cor. 5:17 
… In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 
H :  #730 “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God”   
 
P   I  
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
... 

P   T  
 
T  L ’  P    
 

Children are dismissed to Kids Church 
 
I   O   Matt. 22:21 
 
O  “Sarabande in c” Bach 
 
+R :  #606    
   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 
+A   F   from The Heidelberg Catechism 
    (Germany, 1563) 
 27.  What do you understand by the providence of God? 
 The almighty and ever present power of God by which God 
upholds, as with his hand, heaven and earth and all creatures, and 
so rules them that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful and 
lean years, food and drink, health and sickness, prosperity and 
poverty—all things, in fact, come to us not by chance but by his 
fatherly hand. 
 28.  How does the knowledge of God’s creation and providence help 
us? 
 We can be patient when things go against us, thankful when 
things go well, and for the future we can have good confidence in 
our faithful God and Father that nothing in creation will separate 
us from his love.  For all creatures are so completely in God’s hand 
that without his will they can neither move nor be moved. 
 
P   I  
 
O  T  L  Genesis 29:15-28 O.T. page 20 
 
P   Psalm 105:1-11, 45b  
Give thanks to the L  and call upon God’s name; 

make known the deeds of the L  among the peoples. 
Sing to the L , sing praises, 

and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 
Glory in God’s holy name; 

let the hearts of those who seek the L  rejoice. 
Search for the strength of the L ; 

continually seek God’s face. 
 
Remember the marvels God has done, 

the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 
O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, 

O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones. 
The L  is our God, 

whose judgments prevail in all the world, 
who has always been mindful of the covenant, 

the promise made for a thousand generations: 
the covenant made with Abraham, 

the oath sworn to Isaac, 

which God established as a statute for Jacob, 
an everlasting covenant for Israel, 

saying, “To you will I give the land of Canaan 
to be your allotted inheritance.” 

Hallelujah! 
 
N  T  L  Romans 8:26-39 N.T. page 121 
 
G  L  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 N.T. page 11 
 
R   S    
Holy wisdom, holy word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
S  M  “Get All Excited” Gaither 

Monte Shuck, Guitar 
 
S  “More Than Victorious” Rev. Bill Pinches 
 
+H :  #275 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ’   
 
+B   Rev. 7:17 
… and wiping away every tear. 
Amen! 
 
+C   1 Pet. 3:8-9 
… that you might inherit a blessing. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
+C  R :  #748 ’  
   “Go with Us, Lord” 
 
P  “Passacaglia” Handel 
 

 
You are invited to join us 

for fellowship and refreshments 
after worship in the Memorial Room. 

It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude. 
 
 

S  U  T  
Liturgist: Camille Subject 

Greeters: Donna Archer and Monte Shuck 
Sound: Andrew Pinches 

Livestream: Tami Chapman 
Security: Doreen Chapman 

Today’s flowers are given by 
Suzie Threadgould 

in memory of 
Earl Threadgould 
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C  H   M  
 

#45. 2 Thessalonians: 
Paul may also have written his second letter to the church in 

Thessalonika during his 18-month-long stay in Corinth. 
(Acts 18:11) (c. AD 51-52) 

 
 
 
 

T  S  C  
 

 Question 85.  What is the nature of resurrection hope? 
 Resurrection hope is a hope for the transformation of this world, not 
a hope for escape from it. It is the hope that evil in all its forms will be 
utterly eradicated, that past history will be redeemed, and that all the 
things that ever were will be made new. It is the hope of a new creation, a 
new heaven and a new earth, in which God is really honored as God, 
human beings are truly loving, and peace and justice reign on earth.  
 
 
 
 

C  
 

 Prayers: Book of Common Worship, Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), © 2018 Westminster John Knox Press.  Used with permission. 
 Other Scripture Readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible—Updated Edition, 
copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America.  Used with permission.  All rights reserved. 
 Affirmation of Faith:  From The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
Part I: Book of Confessions, published by the Office of the General Assembly, © 2016. 
 The Study Catechism (Full Version):  Approved by the 210th General Assembly 
(1998) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 Music: “Chorale from Cantata 147.”  By Johann Sebastian Bach.  Public domain.  “O 
Lord My God (How Great Thou Art).”  Text:  Stuart K. Hine, 1953; Spanish trans. Arturo W. 
Hotton Rives, alt.  Music:  Swedish folk melody; adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1949.  Text and 
Music © 1949 and 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust (U.S.A. print rights admin. Hope Publishing 
Company.  All other U.S.A. rights admin. EMICMGPublishing.com).  Used with 
permission, One License #A-717602.  “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God.”  Text: Lesbia 
Soctt, 1929, alt.  Music: John Henry Hopkins, 1940.  Text © 1929 Lesbia Scott (admin. 
Church Publishing, Inc.)  Used with permission, One License #A-717602.  “Sarabande in 
c.”  By Johann Sebastian Bach.  Public domain.  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” (Doxology).  Text: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709.  Tune: Genevan Psalter, 1551.  Public 
domain.  “Get All Excited.”  By William J. Gaither.  Copyright © 1972 William J. Gaither.  
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”  Text: Martin Luther, 1529; trans. Frederick Henry Hedge, 
1852.  Music: Martin Luther, 1529, alt.  Public domain.  “Go with Us, Lord.”  Text: Mary 
Jackson Cathey, 1986.  Music: Thomas Tallis; adapt. Parker’s Whole Psalter, c. 1561.  Text 
© 1990 Hope Publishing Company.  Used with permission, One License #A-717602.  
 “Passacaglia.”  By George Frideric Handel.  Public domain. 
 Art: Jacob and Rachel.  By Tanzio da Varallo, c. 1625.  Source: https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Giacobbe_e_Rachele_-_Tanzio_da_Varallo_
(cropped).png.  Public domain.  

 

Mason First Presbyterian Church 
131 E Maple St, Mason, MI 48854-1655 

(517) 676-9333 
 info@masonpresbyterian.org 
www.masonpresbyterian.org 

Office hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9:00–11:30am 
 

MINISTERS 
All Members 

 
STAFF 

Pastor:  Rev. Bill Pinches 
Parish Associate: Rev. Dr. Jim Hegedus 
Pastor Emeritus:  Rev. Charlie Herrick 
Spiritual Growth Director:  Lori Filka 

Office Manager:  Sheren Wright 
Sanctuary Choir Director / Bell Choir Director:  Deb Melse 

Choral Music Accompanist / Organist:  Feng Kang 
Office Assistant: Nancy Sue MacDonald 

Sexton: Eric VanDyke 
Adult Spiritual Growth Coordinator:  Michelle Mackey 

Child Care: Jill Castle, Aimee Cruickshank, Isaiah Hawkins, 
Hannah Koutz, Sam Pinches, Lucy Simons 

 
ELDERS 

Class of 2023:  Bruce Archer (clerk), Tim Hammond, Mary Ozee, Steve Sowles. 
Class of 2024: Jerry Ambrose, Lucinda Davenport, Loren Harkness, Tonya Seely. 

Class of 2025: Doreen Chapman, Anita Cote, Mary Garland Jackson, 
Monte Shuck. 

 
DEACONS 

Class of 2023:  Lisa Castle, Jay Harkness, Vern Schrock, Steve VanDyke. 
Class of 2024: Donna Hujsak, Issie Nielsen, Camille Subject. 

Class of 2025: Marge Clarke, Julie Dart, Timothy Pinches, Tom Seely. 
 

DAILY PRAYER 
Book of Common Worship: Daily Prayer (2018) 

 
EVENTS THIS WEEK 

 Wednesday Lunch Packing for Advent House 10:30 am 
  Prayer Fellowship 12:00 pm 
 Thursday Administration Committee 7:00 pm 
  Board of Deacons 7:00 pm 
 Friday Church Office closed / Pastor’s Sabbath 
 Saturday Yarners 10:00 am 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
   Richard Abbott  Aug. 1 
   Jacob Barber  Aug. 2 
   Kathy Oesterle  Aug. 2 
   Barry Chapman  Aug. 3 
   Sandy Leutscher  Aug. 5 
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Jacob and Rachel 
by Tanzio da Varallo, c. 1625 

The fruit of the Spirit  
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
(Galatians 5:22-23) 


