December 25, 2022
The Nativity of the Lord: Christmas Day

PRELUDE “Prelude and Fugue in F major” Bach
WELCOME

TwO-CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING

INTROIT “Mary’s Little Boy-Child” HAIRSTON

OPENING SENTENCES

There is good news of great joy for all!
Our Savior is born: the Messiah, the Lord.
How beautiful is the messenger of peace,

who proclaims the good news of salvation.
The Word became flesh to live among us;
now we have seen the glory of God.

Let us worship God!

Luke 2:10-11; Isa. 52:7; John 1:14

+HYMN #152 “Angels We Have Heard on High” GLORIA

PRAYER OF THE DAY

HyYMN #165 “I Wonder as | Wander” 1 WONDER AS I WANDER

CALL TO CONFESSION Titus 2:11-12

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of grace and truth,

in Jesus Christ you came among us

as light shining in darkness.

We confess that we have not welcomed the light,
or trusted good news to be good.

We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst,
expecting little, and hoping for less.

Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope,
so that we may receive the fullness of your grace,
and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Titus 2:14
... we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God! Amen.

HYMN #145 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... O Christ, our light, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

+ Those who are able may stand. 1

HymN #169 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” W ZLOBIE LEZY

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

“Away in a Manger” CRADLE SONG

HyMN #149

INVITATION TO OFFERING John 1:16; Isa. 9:6; Luke 2:11

OFFERTORY “Silent Night” Gruber
+RESPONSE #173  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (refrain) ~ ADESTE FIDELES
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Brief Statement of Faith
(United States, 1991)

With believers in every time and place,

we rejoice that nothing in life or in death

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+HYMN #157 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”  IN DULCI JUBILO

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 52:7-10

HymN #159 “Sing We Now of Christmas” NOEL NOUVELET
PsaLm Psalm 98
HyMN #154 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” FOREST GREEN

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Hebrews 1:1-4

HymN #168 “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” SUSSEX CAROL
GOSPEL LESSON John 1:1-14
RESPONSE Luke 2:19

Treasure these words

and ponder them in your heart.

Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Still a Bach Christmas” arr. Althouse
LITANY FOR CHRISTMAS

The grace of God has appeared,

bringing salvation to all.
Glory to God in the highest!

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.
Glory to God in the highest!

For a child has been born for us,
a Son has been given to us.
Glory to God in the highest!

He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Glory to God in the highest!

To us is born in the city of David
a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord.
Glory to God in the highest!

And the Word became flesh
and lived among us.
Glory to God in the highest!

Christ is born! Give him glory!

Christ has come down from heaven! Receive him!
Christ is now on earth! Exalt him!

O earth, sing to the Lord!

O you nations, praise him in joy,

for he has been glorified! Amen.

+HYMN #151 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
+BLESSING

Arise and shine, for your light has come!

The glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
Alleluia!

+CHARGE

Go and tell this good news of great joy:
to us a Savior is born.

Amen!

POSTLUDE “Judex Crederis”

Join us for fellowship after worship.

GO TELL IT

Isa. 60:1

Luke 2:10-11

Fasolo

It is not necessary to remain seated during the postlude.
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CHURCH HISTORY IN MINIATURE
#15. Persecution: After Stephen’s death, a Pharisee named Saul
and other Jewish leaders begin arresting many Christians in Jerusalem.
The apostles are scattered. (Acts 8:1-4)

THE STUDY CATECHISM
Question 47. What do you affirm when you say that “he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father”?

First, that Christ has gone to be with the Father, hidden except to the
eyes of faith. Second, however, that Christ is not cut off from us in the
remote past, or in some place from which he cannot reach us, but is
present to us here and now by grace. He reigns with divine authority,
protecting us, guiding us, and interceding for us until he returns in glory.
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Stabule pomtit qui continet mundum.

The Nativity of Christ
from a 12th-century illustrated encyclopedia
called the Hortus delicarium (the Garden of Delights)
compiled by Herrad of Landsberg

The fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
(Galatians 5:22-23)




