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You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and
also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone. Ephesians 2:19-20

February 2020

Your Valen ne
It’s that me again – me for our annual Sweetheart Luncheon, where we invite women 65 years old or be er to a
lavish meal and ﬁne entertainment. This is a much-beloved event, faithfully carried out by the men of the church … with some
of our women hard at work beforehand to make sure they do it right! I know of no other church that does anything like this; it
is something truly special. We always hold it on a Saturday close to Valen ne’s Day, making it a Valen ne’s gi, to the many
lovely ladies in town.
But did you know that Valen ne’s Day originated as a commemora on for a Chris an saint?
We don’t know a whole lot about Saint Valen ne. What we know for certain is that he was a faithful and beloved
Chris an priest or bishop in or near Rome, some me in the third century. There may have even been two diﬀerent notable
Chris an men named “Valen nus” who lived at about the same me in about the same place. Stories about this man – or
these men – circulated widely. These stories were eventually wri en down, but it’s hard to say which stories have a basis in
fact and which are embellished legends. What we do know is that in the year 496, Pope Gelasius I established a Chris an feast
day on February 14 commemora ng Valen nus. He said that Valen nus was one of those “whose names are justly
reverenced among men, but whose acts are known only to God” – indica ng that even he wasn’t really sure what Valen nus
had done to earn such devo on and admira on by so many people!
The stories about Valen nus say that he shared his faith with many non-Chris ans, at a me when the Roman
government o,en carried out persecu ons against Chris ans. At one point, so the stories say, Valen nus had an opportunity
to share his faith with a local judge. The judge, wan ng to test the validity of Valen nus’s claims, asked Valen nus to restore
sight to his blind daughter. Valen nus placed his hands on the girl’s eyes, prayed, and the child could see again! The judge
then destroyed all the pagan idols in his house, fasted for three days, and was bap zed, along with his en re household. He
also freed all the Chris ans whom he had imprisoned. The stories say Valen nus healed numerous other people as well,
inspiring many families to leave behind their pagan beliefs and become Chris ans. One story says he oﬃciated at the weddings of many Chris an couples, which saved the husbands from being conscripted into the army and sent oﬀ to war. Another
story says that he cut hearts out of sheets of parchment and gave them to Chris ans serving in the army or suﬀering
persecu on, to remind them of God’s love. The government eventually arrested Valen nus and threw him into prison. One
story says that Valen nus healed the jailer’s daughter, and then on the day when he was to be executed, Valen nus le, a note
for the daughter that was signed, “Your Valen ne.” All the stories agree that Valen nus was ul mately executed, becoming a
martyr for the Chris an faith. The day of his death is believed to be February 14, perhaps in the year 269; so the feast day
commemora ng his life and death was set on February 14.
How we got from those legendary accounts of a faithful Chris an leader known for his healing miracles and for his
evangelis c eﬀorts to the (very secular!) Valen ne’s Day tradi ons we have today is a long and winding road. Geoﬀrey
Chaucer, author of The Canterbury Tales in the 14th century, is largely responsible for expending the legends about Saint Valen ne and associa ng them with roman c love.
So Valen ne’s Day has its origins in the story of a faithful Chris an healer and evangelist. When you hear the phrase
“Be my Valen ne,” associate that in your mind with the Chris an faith. And when you see hearts galore, let that remind you
of the magnitude of God’s love for you.
Blessings,
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Session Synopsis
December
Hope everyone enjoyed the holiday season. At Session this month, Pastor Bill reported a ending the ﬁrst training session for
the new Security Team and dealing with some youth discipline issues. The Conﬁrma on Classes con nue with possible new
members to consider in February.
The General Fund reﬂected a surplus balance of $21,443 at the end of November. Other ﬁnancial details are included in the
ﬁnance corner.
At the stated mee ng of the Presbytery, the controversial Presbytery budget was approved as presented. Several
congrega ons, including Mason First, have made inquiries for budget transparency and the balance of per capita and mission
funding. Discernment will con nue.
The Deacons added community gi, cards to the Christmas baskets this year. City Limits donated their gi, cards in the spirit of
the holiday.
The Finance Commi ee is projec ng a General Fund Budget surplus for 2019. Session approved alloca ng some of the surplus
as a Christmas gi, funds for the staﬀ. With a favorable response of the pledge campaign, overall pledges increased to
adequately support a 2020 General Fund Budget of $289,756 approved by Session. Session also approved an appeal to the
congrega on for up to $11,000 to repair the 1868 bell in the bell tower. The bell remains unsafe to operate un l repairs are
completed.
The Nomina ng Commi ee will be added to rota on for Sunday morning coﬀee and cookie prepara ons. Other members to
the commi ee will be re-elected for successive 1-year terms at the February annual congrega onal mee ng.
The Personnel Commi ee was asked to reconsider proposed changes to the Sexual Harassment Policy. Proposed changes
included establishing limited me periods to report alleged policy viola ons. Contact Elder Steve Sowles or Personnel
Commi ee members to express any concerns on the issue or policy.
The Spiritual Growth Commi ee is seeking more adult oversight for Wednesday a,ernoon ac vi es. As we enjoy a growing
number of youth there is an inherent concern of youth discipline and vandalism that needs to be controlled. The youth are
returned to the care of their parents for and during the Wednesday meal at 6:30 PM.
The Administra on Commi ee reports the electric contractor is s ll awai ng delivery of all the remaining ﬁxtures before
scheduling replacement of the remaining light ﬁxtures in the Memorial Room and Sanctuary. The commi ee will also be
seeking a new mechanical system maintenance service for the forthcoming year(s).
The Worship & Music commi ee that there will be a Lenten meal in February with the Kitchen Angels coming forth to prepare
the meal. The commi ee will prepare the litany for the special service.
The GIFT Team reported the science vs. faith presenta on was well a ended and well received. The TEAM is considering visits
to other faiths and denomina ons for new experiences in spiritual styles and gi,s.
Session reviewed comments from Presbytery on the recently approved Presbytery Budget, the topic of a dra, le er to
Presbytery. Suggested changes will be prepared in a ﬁnal dra, for Session to consider.
Session closed the mee ng expressing apprecia on and gra tude for the services of Elders Travis Archer and Lucinda
Davenport upon comple ng their 3-year term of service on Session.

Con nued on the following page.
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January
The ﬁrst Session mee ng of 2020 included the organiza onal responsibili es to appoint church oﬃcers for the ensuing
year. Re-appointed were Bruce Archer-Clerk of Session, Doreen Chapman-Elder Commissioner to Presbytery, Vern SchrockTreasurer, Sue Riley and Jamie Robinson-Assistant Treasurers, Sheren Wright-Financial Secretary, and Suzanne CaltriderAssistant Financial Secretary.
The Clerk reported star ng the year with 137 Ac ve members, 1 Aﬃliate member, 79 Associate members, and 74 Bap zed
members. The Session approved the Annual Sta s cal Report to be submi ed to PCUSA. The Ac ve membership of 137 will
become the basis for the 2021 per capita tax.
Pastor Bill and Session were pleased at the number a ending in the Christmas Eve service and resuming Monday Bible
study. Pastor Bill also reported funding for another year camp scholarships at Camp Greenwood. The Conﬁrma on Class has
completed the curriculum and 4 young persons presented their Statement of Faith to Session. Session approved Aimee
Cruickshank, Cody Cameron, Tim Pinches, and Samantha Trout for Ac ve membership. The bap sms and vows for membership of the 4 new members is scheduled for worship, February 16th.
Session acknowledged the new Co-Moderators of the Board of Deacons for 2020 are Sandy Diehl and Mari Nicol.
The Finance Commi ee was pleased to announce an end of the year surplus General Fund balance of $20,463 reﬂec ng not
only receiving pledges above what was projected, but signiﬁcant reduc ons in u lity expenses. New facility system control
protocols seemed to have proven to be more eﬃcient than the ini al protocols established by the Renova on project. The
Finance Commi ee will provide recommenda ons for alloca on of the surplus.
The Mission Commi ee designated con nuing support of the speciﬁc mission work of Mark Hare and Jenny Brent as they relocate their mission work from Hai /Dominican Republic to Costa Rica. Benevolent mission funds will con nue throughout 2020
to be dispersed separately to the Synod and PCUSA Mission Agencies and to select Presbytery missions. A le er from Session
is being forwarded to Presbytery reques ng clarity and transparency on the expending of mission funds for mission projects
and not per capita expenses of staﬀ salaries.
The Parish Life Commi ee announced the Women’s Associa on is planning an April rummage sale a,er contribu ng $1,000 to
the Sanctuary Replacement LED ligh ng project and $1,000 to the Mason Promise Scholarship program. The Men’s Fellowship
is preparing for the 55th Annual Sweetheart Luncheon on February 15th.
Session supported the recommenda on of the Personnel Commi ee to amend the Sex Harassment Policy by including a
preferred repor ng period of 180 days for presen ng alleged viola ons of the policy to the Pastor or Personnel Commi ee
member(s).
Session was pleased to learn the work rela ons among the Chris an educa on staﬀ, youth, and church staﬀ are good.
Spiritual Growth Director Lori Filka has witnessed some very challenging rela onships among other Chris an educa on staﬀs
and the respec ve churches in the Presbytery through mee ngs of the Presbytery Chris an Educators.
The Worship and Music Commi ee announced there will be a Lenten Meal provided for the Ash Wednesday event.
The Kitchen Angels volunteered to provide the meal this year.
The ﬁnal report to Session was an update on U-Kirk ac vi es. The Board of U-Kirk, including Elder Jenny Bond, is discerning
new strategies for Chris an college young adults. U-Kirk is scheduled to be mee ng at Mason First on February 19th. The
mee ng is open to any church members.
Bruce F Archer
Clerk of Session
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Deacons’ Corner
Thank you to our church family for the wonderful support for our Christmas project. We supplied food baskets and gi,s for
10 families, including 24 children, for 6 senior families and a huge supply of food and gi, cards to the local veterans program.
Please remember that on the last Sunday of the month to bring two canned goods with your 2 Cents a Meal dona on! Our
food pantry is largely depleted a,er Christmas, so addi onal dona ons are greatly appreciated.
The 2020 Mason Area Walk for Warmth will be February 22.

Mission
The Mission Commi ee at Mason Presbyterian has many causes and group eﬀorts that we have supported throughout the
years. You may be aware of Carefree Medical (available for you to hear tes monies, or refer friends who need their
services, at carefreemedical.com). It was started through the eﬀorts of medical Dr. Barry Saltman and his wife Suzanne, right
here in Mason. Barry passed away somewhat recently, although the prac ce of medical, dental, and optometrist care for the
working poor has only grown over the past twenty ﬁve or more years.
There are two loca ons in Lansing, one at the corner of Saginaw and MLK, and another on S. Pennsylvania. The goal is "high
quality health care," says Dr. Farhan BhaV, a key doctor in the service. Pa ents tes fy to the "lifesaving" care that they
receive, plus how responsive and nurturing the care is. This is an example of reaching out to "the least of these,"
helping to fulﬁll the lessons of Ma hew 25. Thank you, Mason church, for suppor ng this loving service to so many who need
it (13,000 pa ents per year). Our Mission Commi ee gives regularly to this eﬀort, and contributes to its success, thanks to
your giving.

In mes of disagreement, we will:
Act . . . in a spirit of truth and love;
Respect . . . each other, believing that all desire to be faithful to Jesus Christ;
Learn . . . about the various posi ons on the topic;
Respond . . . a,er sta ng what we have heard and asking for any clariﬁca ons;
Indicate . . . when we agree as well as disagree;
Share . . . our concerns directly with the individuals or group with whom we disagree;
Speak . . . from our personal experiences related to the subject of disagreement;
Refrain . . . from name calling or labeling others;
Focus On Ideas . . . instead of ques oning people’s mo ves, intelligence or integrity;
Maintain Community . . . with each other though our discussion may be tense
Pray . . . seeking God’s grace to listen a en vely, speak clearly, and remain open to the vision God holds for us all.
Adapted from Seeking to Be Faithful: Guidelines for Presbyterians in Times of Disagreement,
adopted by the 204th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
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Finance
Financial Report through December 2019
$

General Fund Balance (1/1/19)

0

Income through December

285,132.55

Expenses through December

264,669.71

Ending Balance

(12/31/2019

$ 20,462.84

20,462.84

General Fund Balance 12/31/19
Revolving Accounts Balance

127,170.75

Investments (end of 4th quarter 2019)

467,256.79
$ 614,890.38

Net Financial Posi on (12/31/19)

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
from December 31
TOTAL MORTGAGE
$ 900,000.00
MONTHLY MORTGAGE PAYMENT
$
5,231.67
REMAINING PRINCIPAL
$ 215,307.22
INTEREST PAID FOR JANUARY
$
754.59
TOTAL INTEREST PAID TO DATE
$ 55,571.93
PAYMENTS REMAINING
45 (of 240)
PLEDGED TO DATE (2018-2020)
$ 562,941.00
RECEIVED TO DATE (12.31.19)
$ 402,500.00

An cipated Pledged Giving
through December
Pledged Giving Received
through December

$241,716
242,271

2020 Per Capita
The First Presbyterian Church of Mason is assessed
$35.30 per member for 2020. Our total obliga on
for 2020 is $4,977.30 and that amount will be paid
in January 2020.
We are deduc ng per capita payments from
pledges and oﬀerings if it wasn’t indicated that
a separate check would be sent.

Weather-Related Cancella on of Church Worship
Services and/or Other Ac vi es
If local authori es declare a state of emergency (such as an ice storm, blizzard or extreme freezing temperatures), then
worship service, commi ee mee ngs, a,er-school ac vi es and/or other church events will be cancelled for the dura on of
the emergency.
If Mason Public Schools are closed on Wednesday, then youth ac vi es and the fellowship dinner will be cancelled.
Other regularly scheduled ac vi es (choir rehearsal, commi ee mee ngs, etc.) not aﬀected by school closures will
proceed as planned, unless par cipants are no ﬁed otherwise.
Whenever safe travel is ques onable due to weather or road condi ons, use your best judgment. Your personal safety is
key, regardless of the church ac vi es calendar.
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Spiritual Growth
YOUTH PROGRAMS
Nursery – (infants to 2 years old) – (oﬀered during Sunday worship service 9:45am-11:30am in the upstairs educa on wing)
Our current Nursery a endees like to join in with the older kids, star ng with a light breakfast for all of the Nursery and Kid’s
Church youth.
Kid’s Church – (ages 5rd grade and younger) – (children are dismissed during the Sunday worship service to the upstairs
educa on wing)
Along with a light breakfast, the children engage in a small lesson and cra, related to the Sunday school theme of the day.
Youth of all ages enjoy this me of fellowship with each other.
Pre-School through Fourth Grade Sunday School - (ages 3 years-4th grade) (following the Sunday worship service 11:15am12:15pm in the nursery
Elementary Sunday School– (1st through 4th grade following the Sunday worship service 11:15am-12:15am in the downstairs
educa on room)
Pre-school through 4th Grade Sunday school classes are studying “Stories that Shape our Faith Communi es. “The two classes
are enjoying age appropriate lessons about Adam and Eve, Noah and the Flood, Daniel and the Lions and Jonah and the Fish.
Submerge Sunday School - (Grades 5th -6th downstairs in the Educa on Room)
Our group of “tweens” are studying “Stories that Transform Faith Communi es.” This group engages students in fun and creave ac vi es. Currently they are reviewing The Reluctant Prophet in the Book of Jonah, The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37),
The Old and The New (Luke 5: 27-39), and The Holy Spirit (Acts 10:1-48).
th

Wonderful Wednesday! – (ages K – 12 grade) – (children come a,er school, the program concludes with a community dinner at
6:30pm)

Our kids are busy with church mission ac vi es! They are making Valen ne cards for our at-home members and friends. They
have made cra,s and goodies for the Valen ne packages sent to 12 of our college youth. The youth also made 40+ Valen nes
for a local Dialysis Center. And we will be making yummy Valen ne cra,s for the individual placemats used during the Wednesday dinner on February 12th. Each Wednesday the Bible theme for the upcoming weekend is introduced with a game or cra,.
The kids (and teachers) look forward to Ash Wednesday lessons and cra,s star ng Wednesday, February 26th. There will be
many Lenten ac vi es such as pretzel making and par cipa ng in the Lenten Dinner.
Youth Fellowship/Conﬁrma on –
On January 26th a special Session mee ng was held to present 4 conﬁrma on students to our Session. The youth: Samantha
Trout, Timmy Pinches, Cody Cameron and Aimee Cruickshank verbally presented their Statements of Faith and answered
ques ons posed by Session. Samantha Trout, Cody Cameron, and Aimee Cruickshank were also approved for Bap sm. The
Conﬁrma on ceremony and Celebra on of Bap sm will take place on February 16, 2020 during the worship service.
Youth Hand Bell Choirs –
There are currently 2 youth hand bell choirs. A group of 8 older bell ringers leave the Wonderful Wednesday program early for
dinner at 6:15, and prac ce hand bells from 6:30pm-7:00pm every Wednesday. A group of 6 younger bell ringers prac ce during the ﬁrst 20 minutes of Sunday school weekly. Typically, these talented youth with ring as part of the worship service on the
3rd Sunday of each month.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUTH
February 15th
February 16th

Sweetheart Luncheon - Youth Volunteers needed - please signup
Conﬁrma on and bap sm celebra on
Youth Handbells will ring during worship

February 26th

Ash Wednesday - Lenten Dinner - Youth readers
Lenten Devo onals for all youth available in the Memorial Room
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ADULT PROGRAMS
Adult Sunday School – (Following worship service from 11:15-12:15 in the library)
Please join a lively group in the library every Sunday following service! The current study is a series on “How to
Connect Scripture to Your Life.” Looking at a concordance and how to use it; how to personalize scripture and
how to read scripture thoughXully.
Adult Bible Studies and Small Groups
Monday Evening Bible Study (7pm-8:30pm)
Pastor Bill is leading a group through an explora on of early Chris an wri ngs using the book
“The Apostoic Fathers” by Michael Holmes.
Book Club – The group will be discussing “The Screwtape Le(ers” by CS Lewis.
Watch the “Living Stone” Tuesday on-line church informa on for updates on mee ng mes.
Moms of all Ages Retreat- February 29th from 10am-3pm at the church. The Topic is “Abundance based on
Ephesians 3:21-22” by Pricilla Shrier. Childcare is available and lunch will be served. Please join us for an upli,ing
day of fellowship and faith. Please let Michelle Mackey know if you can a end.

February 12
February 15
February 26
February 29

IMPORTANT DATES FOR ADULTS
Spiritual Growth Mee ng at 6:30pm
Sweetheart Luncheon
Ash Wednesday – Lenten Ac vi es
Lenten devo onals available in the Memorial Room
Moms of all Ages Retreat at the Church 10am-3pm

FRIENDLY REMINDER
Please remember that in a community of faith, anonymous complaints are never welcome, appreciated, or
appropriate. This is especially true when we have many volunteers who perform many valuable services and who deserve
to be treated with respect. If you wish to express an opinion, be willing to sign your name!
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Parish Life
Birthdays in
February
Will Ozee
Elise Filka
Debbie Shellenbarger
Barbara Gibson
Greg Lang
Darlene Ross
Jill Castle
Cody Cameron
Kayleigh Cameron
Linda Guy
Tom Seely
John McElhone
Jim Stewart
David Torrey, Sr.

2/01
2/02
2/03
2/04
2/04
2/07
2/10
2/11
2/11
2/11
2/12
2/13
2/19
2/23

Dear Friends,

Please remember the following in your prayers
Bev Dufort Banks
Chris Carlson
Chloë ChaXield
David Dunham
Erin Fallucca
Lynn Grove
Trina Hancock
Kris Hegedus

Brian Hunt
Carrie Lombardo
Keith Kline
Maggie Knust
Allene Kussin
Michael Okones
Shirley Paris
Sean Patrick

Rebecca Purcell
Carol Quinn
Carolyn Sexton
Kelsie Walters
Allison Weaver
Tim Welton
Helen Wise

Mark Your Calendar for February 23rd!
Immediately following worship there will be a
Congregational Meeting to receive the 2019 Annual Report..
Following the Congregational Meeting there will be a pot luck
dinner in the dining room.
The Stone church concert at 3 p.m. on February 23 will be a
potpourri. A mixture of instruments, performers, and
composers. Organ, trumpet, piano, clarinet, saxophone, flute.
maybe a tuba and a surprise played by students from Mason
High School who participated in the regional solo and ensemble
festival, church organists, and a student intern, with pieces by
Bach Ostransky, Schumann, Mozart, Grieg, Schumann, and
others. Come and join us and enjoy dessert and fellowship
afterwards.

Thank you so much for the many prayers,
cards and food I received, as I recovered from
my surgeries. The thoughtfulness of the

Ash Wednesday
February 26

Deacons, Yarners and of course Bill, continue
to exhibit the caring love this congregation has
for us all.
Never underestimate the power of prayer and
God’s will.

Noon
Medita ve Prayer Service
Communion and imposi on of ashes
6:30 PM
Imposi on of ashes (from 6-6:30 only(
Lenten Meal with Communion

Sue Riley

Steve Malson, long me pastor at the Mason Community
Church and Rob Carlson, long me pastor at Okemos
Presbyterian Church are both re ring. Let’s keep both
churches in prayer during their me of transi on and
extend our best wishes and congratula ons to Steve and
Rob.
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Ash Wednesday
February 26

The Congrega onal Mee ng

Noon
Medita ve Prayer Service
Communion and imposi on of ashes

to receive the 2019 Annual Report,
and to address any other business that may properly
come before the congrega on
will be held immediately following worship on
Sunday, February 23.

6:30 PM
Imposi on of ashes (from 6-6:30 only)
Lenten Meal with Communion

Find the latest, up-to-date church calendar at masonpresbyterian.org
WORSHIP AT
MASON FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday morning: Worship begins at 10:00 followed by a fellowship hour. Sunday School for all ages - September through May.
Noon every Wednesday: A 20-minute medita ve prayer service.

Bulle n Submissions are due by noon every Tuesday. Submissions for The Cornerstone are due: Noon on the 15th day of every month.
Please be prompt. Late submissions may not be honored.
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MINISTERS - All Members
PASTOR - Rev. Bill Pinches
PARISH ASSOCIATE - Rev. Dr. Fred Graham
PASTOR EMERITUS - Rev. Charlie Herrick
OFFICE MANAGER - Sheren Wright
SPIRITUAL GROWTH DIRECTOR - Lori Filka
ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH COORDINATOR
Michelle Mackey
SANCTUARY CHOIR DIRECTOR - Deb Melse
ORGANIST, BELL CHOIR and CHILDREN’S CHOIR
DIRECTOR - Darlene Ross
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST - Hrant Bagrazyan

ELDERS:
2020 - Jason Blonshine, Debbie Markiewicz,
Mary Ozee, Steve Sowles
2021 - Doreen Chapman, Ginnie Gibson, Rod Guy,
Tonya Seely
2022 - Jenny Bond, Ed Clarke,
Debbie Shellenbarger, Gladys Welker
Clerk: Bruce Archer
DEACONS:
2020 - Diane DeVoe, Sandy Diehl,
Kathy Oesterle
2021 - Ann Butler, Laurie McGonigal,
Colin Pinches, Peg Shaub
2020 - Marge Clarke, Maggie Knust, Linda Myall,
Mari Nicol

First Presbyterian Church
131 E. Maple Street
Mason, Michigan 48854-1655
517.676.9333

