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You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and 
also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the  

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone.  Ephesians 2:19-20 

My Scripture Quandary 

 

 
 

 

 

I have been struggling with something for a number of months now.  I do not know what the solu�on is.  Perhaps ge�ng this 

out for discussion will generate some possibili�es that I haven’t thought of.  The ques�on is: which version of the Bible should 

we be using in worship on Sunday mornings? 
 

As many of you are aware, we switched from the New Revised Standard Version to the Common English Bible about seven 

years ago.  I had been receiving feedback for a while that some of you were finding the NRSV too formal and too un-inspiring.  

I was also becoming increasingly aware of numerous words in the NRSV that are now obscure or obsolete.  In 2011 our de-

nomina�on helped create the Common English Bible, a transla�on that was produced by a variety of well-known biblical schol-

ars (including some of my own teachers) and field-tested in a number of churches prior to its publica�on.  It was designed to 

be faithful to the original Greek and Hebrew, yet also more readable than the NRSV.  My ini�al impressions of the CEB were 

very posi�ve.  We made the switch to the CEB in late 2012. 
 

However, as I became more familiar with the CEB, and par�cularly we used it extensively in my Monday night Bible study, my 

liking for the CEB began to diminish.  Some tradi�onal terms like “Lord of Hosts” and “Son of Man” were replaced with unusual 

phrases like “Lord of the heavenly forces” and “Human One.”  Many passages are much easier to read, but some�mes at the 

expense of important details.  That doesn’t ma:er so much if you’re just trying to get a general idea of what a passage is 

about, but it ma:ers a great deal when you are studying the Bible in more depth.  I was also disappointed to find a number of 

spelling errors, making me wonder how carefully the CEB had been proofed before publica�on. 
 

My biggest shock came when I discovered how the CEB handled Abraham’s great coming-to-faith moment in Genesis 15.  This 

is a major moment in the Bible; it is the basis for Paul’s whole discussion of jus�fica�on by faith in Romans 4 and Gala�ans 3.  

Tradi�onally, the cri�cal verse is translated like this: “Abram believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned (or credited) it to him as 

righteousness.”  The CEB, however, renders it as: “Abram trusted the Lord, and the Lord recognized Abram’s high moral char-

acter.”  I am sorry, but that is just completely wrong!  The passage has nothing to do with Abraham’s “high moral character.”  

It is, rather, that Abraham’s faith results in him receiving a blessing from God – a blessing that we ourselves receive, when we 

turn to God in faith and trust.  The CEB translators twisted the meaning of the Hebrew words, and (worse) changed the whole 

meaning and significance of that pivotal moment in Abraham’s life.  It is so egregious that it makes me wonder if the translator 

and editors gave any thought to how that verse is used in the New Testament. 
 

I could give other examples, but you get the point: I am no longer as thrilled with the CEB as I was seven years ago.  And yet, 

the reasons for moving away from the NRSV were sound.  I have considered a variety of other transla�ons, and have yet to 

find one that I feel is ideal for 2019 America. 
 

So what do we do?  Honestly, I am not sure.  In recent months I have some�mes asked the liturgist to read from a different 

transla�on.  I am aware that, whenever we do that, what the liturgist reads does not match what is in the pew Bibles.  I realize 

that might cause some difficulty.  But, honestly, that feels like a be:er op�on than publicly reading a transla�on that some-

�mes feels faulty or misleading. 

  

Like I said, I don’t have a solu�on to this, at least not yet.  I am praying that God will point me in a fruiFul direc�on.  

(Alterna�vely, I could teach all of you Greek and Hebrew…!) 
 

Blessings, 

Bill 

October 2019 
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This month’s Session mee�ng started with a report from a representa�ve of the Board of Deacons.  The Deacons prepared 

Back-to-School backpacks and clothing for 8 students.  Contacts and methods to reach out to more students in need are being 

considered.  With the holiday season approaching, the Deacons will be gathering and preparing Thanksgiving food baskets and 

Christmas food and giK baskets with the help of dona�ons from the congrega�on and friends. 
 

Pastor Bill is a:emp�ng to schedule resump�on of the Confirmands class that may result in a possible 5 new members.   
 

This month Presbytery proposed a 2020 budget that increases both per capita and significant salary increases.  Presbytery may 

have difficulty jus�fying both increases in view of con�nuing decline in Presbytery membership, financial hardships of many 

congrega�ons, and con�nued lack of clarity between per capita and mission funding ac�vi�es.  Presbytery also completed the 

sale of the non-essen�al lots around the Camp Greenwood campus. 
 

The General Fund balance experienced a surplus of $17,092 at the end of August, an all accounts balance of $203,112, and  

total financial assets of $666,465, with a $301,611 loan balance. 
 

The new Security Team submi:ed es�mated costs for materials and equipment needed to fully implement the Security  

Policy.  The Finance Commi:ee will seek a source for the funds. 

                

The Personnel Commi:ee reported comple�ng the annual evalua�on of the Organist (Darlene Ross) and Sexton (Dave Zipp) 

over the summer.  The next posi�on to evaluate is the Office Manager (Sheren).  Review of the Child Protec�on and  

Misconduct Policies are also on the agenda by year’s end. 

 

The Spiritual Growth Commi:ee is wrapping up the sharing of the past VBS costs among the 4 Mason congrega�ons that  

par�cipated in the combined summer event.  Training is being scheduled for those interested in assis�ng with Sunday School 

and youth ac�vi�es.  More teachers are going to be needed for the growing church youth popula�on.  Forthcoming youth  

ac�vi�es being considered are the Presbytery Urban Plunge and a youth retreat called Montreat in Michigan.  Youth music  

programs will be integrated with youth Sunday School this year. 
 

The Administra�on Commi:ee submi:ed electrician bids to replace the last remaining lights in the Sanctuary and Memorial 

Room with LED ligh�ng.  Session supported the recommenda�on for JD Wisner Electric to provide and install the fixtures for 

$7,078 from the Webb Fund.  The commi:ee is also seeking dona�ons of working CD players for use in the chapel and  

Spiritual Growth programs s�ll using audio CD’s.  
 

The Worship and Music Commi:ee (W&M) has successfully found someone to repair the chalice.   All commi:ees and ac�vi�es 

wishing to use a message moment at the beginning of the worship services need to submit their request to W&M for the de-

sired service to make their message as soon as possible.  The schedule for messages is known to fill rapidly and less likely to be 

available for any short no�ce  

requests. 

                 

The GIFT Team is preparing opportuni�es to evaluate your spiritual giKs.  Programs are being developed to enhance your  

personal spiritual style. 
 

The Finance Commi:ee is preparing presenta�ons in October (6th & 9th) to inform the congrega�on and friends on all the  

available finance resources that support all the church ac�vi�es.  The various resources are funded in differing ways.  Session 

approved recommended amendments to the Higher Educa�on Policy that outlines resources for the annual presenta�on of 

scholarships.  Session also received the Scholarship Commission’s report of 2019 ac�vi�es and scholarship awardees. 
 

The Nomina�ng Commi:ee will begin gathering a slate of Deacons, Elders, and Commi:ee members to present for the  

congrega�on to elect to the respec�ve Board of Deacons, Session, and Nomina�ng Commi:ee at the November 24th  

congrega�onal mee�ng. 
 

 Bruce F Archer 

Clerk of Session 
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Deacons’ Corner 

 

Our Coats for Kids project is quickly approaching!  We help to give local kids some winter wear to survive the cold weather.  

There is a box in the closet of the Memorial Room for your dona�ons.  Please pick up new or gently used coats, snow pants 

(we are always short for boys!), gloves, snow boots and hats (new only please). 
 

We are ac�vely seeking monetary dona�ons for the Christmas Basket project.  We hope to give a Merry Christmas to mul�ple 

families, senior households and homeless veterans.  With your help, we would love to give as much support this year as  

possible! 
 

Our food bank is always in need of household and hygiene products.  Razors, deodorant, soap, shampoo, condi�oner, toilet 

paper, etc. are all needed! 
 

If you know someone needing extra cheer this fall, please let a deacon know and we will keep them in mind for our  

Thanksgiving basket project! 
 

BE The Gospel in Ac�on! 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM CAMP GREENWOOD 

Summer camp went extraordinarily well!  We had 127 campers, an increase of 9% from last year.  Children and youth came 

home with rave reviews! 
 

2019-2021 Capital Campaign: as of 8/31/19 we have raised $26,350 of our $1,000,000 goal (2.6%).  We need a LOT more.  We 

need large dona�ons, medium dona�ons, small dona�ons – whatever you can afford.  We can accept checks, credit cards,  

PayPal, and more.  To con�nue to use the property we much purchase it from the Presbytery of Lake Michigan for $692,500 by 

the end of 2021.  Otherwise, the presbytery will sell the property to the highest bidder, and the camp will close. 
 

At the September presbytery mee�ng, various outlying por�ons of the camp were approved for sale, none of which impact 

camp opera�ons.  A new lease with an op�on to purchase was also finalized this summer, allowing us to con�nue to use the 

main camp and North Point through the end of 2021. 
 

Our Annual Mee�ng will be on October 19 at 1 pm at the camp.  Come early for an end-of-camp workday at 9 am to help us 

get the camp ready for the winter season (breakfast and lunch provided).  Elec�ons will be held for new board members.   

Anyone who donated $25 or more in 2018 is eligible to vote.  All friends of the camp are welcome to a:end. 

 

Amazon.com will give 1% of the value of any purchases you make to Camp Greenwood if you select Greenwood Ministries  

Associa�on on smile.amazon.com and then make your purchases on smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com.  You can get 

the same products at the same prices with the same benefits – but if you do it this way, Camp Greenwood gets a boost, every 

single �me you place a new order. 
 

The camp is available for rent!  Rent a cabin, rent the retreat center, rent the dining hall, rent as much as you want!  Proceeds 

from rentals help support the camp. 
 

 Ques�ons?  Call Camp Director Jake Dayringer at 616-754-7258.  Thank you for your support! 
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Finance 

Financial Report through August 2019 

General Fund  Balance   (1/1/19) 

  

                           $           0  

Income through August       195,073.79  

Expenses through August 177,982.21 

Ending Balance             (87/31/19)                          $    17,091.58 

 

General Fund Balance 7/31/19 

  

       $  17,091.58 

Revolving Accounts Balance 186,020.75 

Investments (end of 2nd quarter 2019) 463,352.47 

Net Financial Posi�on  (8/31/19) $  666,464.80 

  

An�cipated Pledged Giving    

through August 

$161,144 

Pledged Giving Received  

through August 

 $167,650 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

from August 26 

TOTAL  MORTGAGE   $  900,000.00 

MONTHLY MORTGAGE PAYMENT $       5,231.67  

REMAINING PRINCIPAL  $  307,611.46 

INTEREST PAID FOR SEPTEMBER $      1,070.42 

TOTAL INTEREST PAID TO DATE $    51,949.51 

PAYMENTS REMAINING               66 

PLEDGED TO DATE (2018-2020) $   562,941.00  

RECEIVED TO DATE      $   335,540.00 
 

It is �me for us to prayerfully plan giving commitments to our church for the 2020 fiscal year.  You should be receiving pledge 

cards soon.  We ask that you return your pledge informa�on on or before  Commitment Sunday, November 3
rd 

. This helps us 

develop a much more accurate picture for the 2020 budget.  Your Session is commi%ed to a balanced budget and will not 

prepare next year’s budget un�l knowing what the congrega�on has pledged.   
 

Prior to Commitment Sunday, the Finance Commi%ee is presen�ng informa�on about the church’s investments, opera�onal 

budget and budget development.  The presenta�ons are scheduled for October 6
th

 following coffee hour in the sanctuary 

and October 9
th

 at 7:15 in the Dining Room.  Please come listen to one of the presenta�ons.  This informa�on might help you 

to determine your pledge amount for 2020.   
 

As you are determining your pledge amount, I ask that you consider a few things.   The church belongs to each of us; there-

fore, it is our responsibility to ensure that the church is here for us and others now and into the future.  Your pledge will help 

to ensure this.  Pledges support our worship and music programs, our educa�onal programs, our mission work, and our 

evangelical work.  Finally, because Session determines the 2020 budget on pledged income, please make a pledge commit-

ment that you can honor throughout next year.   
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Spiritual Growth 

 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH NOVEMBER 2019 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 

DATES!!!! 

Urban Plunge registra�on forms due   October 13th 

Children sing during worship - arrive at 9  October 20th 

Halloween Party during Wonderful Wednesday October 30th 

Urban Plunge 6
th

-12
th

 grade mission trip   November 1-3
rd 

Presbytery of Lake Michigan event at   November 17th 

 “Climb Kalamazoo”. All youth ages.   Online registra�on ends November 10    
 

Nursery – (infants to 2 years old) – (offered during Sunday worship service 9:45am-11:30am in the upstairs educa�on wing)  

The babies and toddlers have lots of fun in the nursery on Sunday. All nursery a:endees should be leaving with a “Bible Story 

Picture Card” each week. It is part of the Deep Blue Kids nursery curriculum and has a nice picture and ideas on the back for 

parents to share their faith.  
  

Kid’s Church – (ages 5rd grade and younger) – (children are dismissed during the Sunday worship service to the upstairs  

 educa�on wing) 

The children are star�ng to create cute “autumn” themed craKs to be included in the Deacon’s Thanksgiving Baskets. Lots of 

heathy snacks are served too! 
 

Pre-K through Kindergarten Sunday School - (ages 3 years-K) (following the Sunday worship service 11:15am-12:15pm in the 

 upstairs educa�on wing)  

We have a large group of young ones in the group this year! 
 

Elementary Sunday School– (following the Sunday worship service 11:15am-12:15am in the downstairs educa�on room)  

This year’s Deep Blue Kids (CEB) theme for all ages is “Communi�es Welcome”. There is a list of weekly lessons on bulle�n 

boards upstairs & down. This year is full of great bible lessons to apply to today’s families and communi�es. All aged children 

will be sent home with a Family Faith Ac�vi�es for to encourage everyone at home to study the Bible together all week long.  

New this year, we are having our music lessons from Miss Darlene during the Sunday school hour. The classrooms rotate 15 

minutes into choir and bells. See your kids at Sunday School!!  
 

Submerge - TWEENS Sunday School for 5th - 7th Grade (following the Sunday worship service 11:15am-12:15am in the  

downstairs youth fellowship room) 

This con�nua�on of Deep Blue for tweens prepares then to the transi�on to youth groups nurturing faithful rela�onships and 

engaging students in fun and crea�ve ac�vi�es 
 

Wonderful Wednesday! – (ages K – 12th grade) – (children come aKer school, the program concludes with a community dinner at 

 6:30pm)    

Each Wednesday is an opportunity to build on the lessons learned in Sunday School with curriculum and craK ideas. Wonderful 

Wednesday has been full of wonderful events. Including pain�ng pumpkins, and Fall treats. We have started to assign roles for 

the Christmas pageant on December 15th.  A Big Thank-You to Mrs. Simons, Mrs. Mackey and Mrs. Filka for taking kids to Helping 

Hands to fill Weekend Survival Kits in Okemos! 
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITES- 

*Urban Plunge at Camp Greenwood November 1st-3rd 
(Urban Plunge is a weekend of service, worship and mee�ng Christ while serving neighbors in and around the hos�ng County 

including homeless shelters, thriK stores, animal shelters, habitat for humanity and many more loca�ons) FOR YOUTH 6TH-12TH 

GRADE 

Sarah Simons will chaperone church youth a:ending Urban Plunge. They will be able to meet up with around 100 teens from 

churches within our Presbytery, and accomplish lots of work.  Many peers they know from other group events, many they 

know from Camp Greenwood. The U/P con�nues to be a wonderful fellowship �me and Christ-centered mission trip for middle 

and high school students! 

Registra�on forms due October 13th- forms available in youth fellowship room. 

 

 ADULT PROGRAMS 

 
Adult Sunday School – (Following worship from 11:15-12:15 in the library)  
 

*“Everybody Always” by Bob Goff will con�nue through October 6th.  
 

*October 13th, 20th, and 27th Pastor Bill Pinches will be leading Adult Sunday school in correla�on with his sermons on 

“Discovering Your Spiritual GiKs”  Childcare will be available. Take advantage of this great spiritual study! 
 

Adult Bible Studies and Small Groups- 

*Medita�ve Prayer Service – Wednesdays at 12:00-12:20pm in the chapel, followed by a light soup luncheon the  

 1st Wednesday of the month.   

*The Book Club meets the last Thursday of the month, see Michelle Mackey for details. 

*Details regarding the rescheduled Woman’s Retreat will be upcoming. 

*Pastor Bill’s Monday night Adult Bible study will resume in October, dates TBA. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR ADULTS 
 

October 9    Spiritual Growth Commi:ee Mee�ng 6:30pm 

October 13, 20, 27   Discovering Your Spiritual GiKs Sunday School  

October 31    Book Club 

    

 
 

  The first of several Thank-You notes from youth that a:ended Triennium—2019! 

The Presbyterian Youth Triennium 2019 was an amazing experience!!  The worship services were one 

of my favorite parts; it was an incredible experience to praise God with thousands of other youth.  Tri-

ennium was also a chance tor me to connect with other youth in our Presbytery in ways that I never 

did before.  I was truly blessed to be able to par3cipate in this event, and I’m so grateful to this church 

for making this life-changing experience possible.  Thank you so much!   
 

Timmy Pinches 
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Please remember the following in your prayers  

Parish Life Worship and Music 

Bev Dufort Banks 

Chris Carlson 

Chloë ChaField 

David Dunham 

Erin Fallucca 

Lynn Grove 

Trina Hancock 

Brian Hunt 

Keith Kline 

Zach Krisiak 

Allene Kussin 

Marie Lyon 

Michael Okones 

Rebecca Purcell 

Carol Quinn 

Carolyn Sexton 

Kelsie Walters 

Allison Weaver 

We’re looking for a couple  

of gently used CD players  

to replace a few that no 

longer work! 

Birthdays in  

October 
 

Linda Boster  10/02 

Matthew McGonigal  10/04 

Nicholas Trout  10/05 

Alison Rose Waggoner 10/05 

Sarah Fay Simons  10/06 

Riley Hubbard  10/08 

Chloë Caltrider  10/09 

Kaitlyn Caltrider  10/09 

Doreen Chapman  10/14 

Mary Garland Jackson  10/15 

Linda Peterson  10/15 

Jacq McElhone  10/17 

Sam VanDyke  10/17 

Hrant Bagrazyan  10/17 

Tim Caswell  10/22 

Hope McElhone  10/25 

Chuck Shaub  10/27 

Erin McGonigal  10/29 

Kate Barber  10/29 

Bill Pinches        10/30 

Fred Graham  10/31 

Tyler Harkness  10/31 

Remembrance Sunday 
November 3rd, 2019 

 

This year, on November 3th, we will remember 
church members, family and friends who passed 
away October 1, 2018 through September 30, 2019.  
Names of individuals you have known and loved 
will be printed in the bulletin and honored during 
the service.  It is our way of acknowledging the peo-
ple who carried the message of the cross and resur-
rection through life and death. 
 

Please provide the names of individuals who you 
would like to have remembered: 
 
__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

       
__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

       
Your name and phone number 
 

 
Thank you for  returning it to the office  

before October 21st.                

On Saturday, October 12, the Lansing Chapter of the American Guild of  

Organists will host a program for children from 2-91!  The program will  

feature music from Walt Disney’s movies as well as more tradi�onal works.   
 

The program will give kids an overview of all the components of the pipe 

organ and how the various sounds are produced.   
 

The program begins at 3:30 PM and pizza will be available aKerwards at 

$5.00 per person.   
 

A recital of Disney music will follow at 6:30 PM. 



 

First Presbyterian Church 

131 E. Maple Street 

Mason, Michigan  48854-1655 

517.676.9333 

Bulle8n Submissions are due by noon every Wednesday.  Submissions for The Cornerstone are due: Noon on the 15th day of every month.  

Please be prompt.  Late submissions may not be honored.    

 

Mason First Presbyterian Church 
MINISTERS - All Members 

PASTOR  - Rev. Bill Pinches 

PARISH ASSOCIATE -  Rev. Dr. Fred Graham 

PASTOR EMERITUS - Rev. Charlie Herrick 

OFFICE MANAGER - Sheren Wright 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH  DIRECTOR -  Lori Filka 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP LEADER - Sarah Fay-Simons 

ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH COORDINATOR 

Michelle Mackey 

SANCTUARY CHOIR DIRECTOR - Deb Melse 

ORGANIST,  BELL CHOIR and CHILDREN’S CHOIR  

DIRECTOR - Darlene Ross 

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST - Hrant Bagrazyan 

  

ELDERS:   

2019 - Travis Archer, Jenny Bond,  

Lucinda Davenport.  

2020 - Jason Blonshine, Debbie Markiewicz,  

Mary Ozee, Steve Sowles. 

2021 - Doreen Chapman, Ginnie Gibson, Rod Guy, 

Tonya Seely. 

Clerk: Bruce Archer 
 

DEACONS:   

2019 - Bill Friend, Linda Myall, Linda Peterson, 

Marla St. George. 

2020 - Diane DeVoe, Sandy Diehl,  

Kathy Oesterle, Debbie Shellenbarger 

2021 -  Ann Butler, Laurie McGonigal,  

Colin Pinches, Peg Shaub 

 

 WORSHIP AT  

MASON FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

Sunday morning:  Worship begins at 10:00 followed by a fellowship hour.  Sunday School for all ages - September through May.        

Noon every Wednesday:  A 20-minute medita�ve prayer service. 

 Mason First Presbyterian Church 

Find the latest, up-to-date church calendar at masonpresbyterian.org 

Celebrating 160 Years  

of Ministry and Service in Mason 

1859 - 2019 


