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You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and
also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone. Ephesians 2:19-20

April 2019

Wait – You Mean He DIES?!?
One of my colleagues here in Michigan has a daughter who recently played Jesus in a high school produc on of the musical
Godspell. (Yes, a public high school put on a show with an explicitly Chris an theme; and yes, they cast a female in the lead
role!) Back in February, my colleague posted:
The stories I’m hearing about Godspell rehearsals are wildly entertaining, but as a pastor even more so. Here are just a few.
1. Yesterday they ran through the ﬁnale for the 1st !me. Several of the cast members were shocked and grieved,
“Oh! This is so sad! Jesus DIES!!!”
2. Director to “Jesus:” “You need to be more ANGRY in this scene. They’re crucifying you and you’re dying.”
Actor: perplexed, thinking, “Do you not know God?”
3. Several points throughout the singing run-throughs, students are moved to tears. “I didn’t know this was,
like, meaningful!”
The stories are humorous, but they also point to a sobering reality. Many – perhaps most – youth today know next-to-nothing
about Jesus, or the gospel story. My colleague’s daughter had an incredible opportunity, through her performance and
through the conversa ons she had with her fellow cast members, to both show and tell people about Jesus and the gospel
story.
We have an opportunity to do something similar. Holy Week begins on April 14 with Palm Sunday, as Jesus enters Jerusalem,
triumphantly. It con nues on April 18 with Maundy Thursday, as Jesus gathers with his disciples for one ﬁnal meal, gets down
on his knees in prayer, and then is betrayed by one of his own. It con nues on April 19 with Good Friday, as Jesus is beaten,
mocked, and nailed to a cross to die. His enemies think they have won, but through his death an even greater victory is
achieved – the victory of love, forgiveness, mercy, and grace. It concludes on April 21, Easter Sunday, as Jesus’ beleaguered
friends discover, to their amazement and joy, that the tomb is empty, and he has been raised. Another victory has been won,
this me the ul mate victory of life over death.
These four days – these four worship services – are connected. They tell one con nuous story. We do not charge straight
from the joy of Palm Sunday to the joy of Easter. There is betrayal, suﬀering, death, and sorrow in between. And, behind the
curtain, there is God, carving out our salva on in the midst of human sin and pride.
We re-tell this story every year because it ma=ers. Because we need reminders. Because we need to praise God for what God
has done for us, at each step along the way.
I mean, seriously. Our sins are forgiven because of what Jesus did for us, on that cross. Our eternal des!ny is assured because
of what God did for us, on Easter Sunday. Do we take those gi?s lightly?
I have a challenge for you. An opportunity. I would like to encourage you to ﬁnd somebody you know who doesn’t know
these stories very well … or who has given up on church … or who needs to be touched by the grace and the gi?s of God … and
invite them to our Holy Week services. Young, old, in-between, it doesn’t ma=er. There are plenty of people who need God’s
love! Plenty of people who need to hear this message. Surely you know at least one….
Blessings, Bill
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Deacons’ Corner
If you would like to purchase ﬂowers in memory of a loved one, we s ll have the September 1st service available!
Please keep the food back in mind when you are out doing your grocery shopping. We like to stay well stocked throughout the
year to help anyone in need. Thanks I advance for your support!
If you know of someone, part of our church family or not, who could use a note, please help yourself to our supply of blank
cards in the oﬃce narthex. Send one to let someone know you're thinking of them and to brighten their day!

Mission
Introducing our new Compassion child: Helen Andrade Fernandez
As you may know, the Mission Commi=ee has been sponsoring a young Ethiopian woman for several years through
Compassion Interna onal. Akisan Zerihun was studying a voca onal course in medical services and is now pursuing a career
opportunity and no longer enrolled in Compassion Interna onal. We wish her the best in her future, and now we would like to
extend our helping hand to another child. We are now sponsoring Helen Andrade Fernandez, a 15 year old Bolivian girl who
has waited 10 months for a sponsor. Helen lives with her mother in the town of San Francisco I, Senkata in the mountains of
Bolivia. A typical house there is constructed of a dirt ﬂoor, adobe walls and a corrugated iron roof. Most adults in this town of
14,000 do not have steady employment. Bolivia is the least developed country in South America. Half the popula on is made
up of indigenous groups who are poverty-stricken. They do make beau ful hand-woven tex les from the wool of llamas and
alpaca that also provide meat, milk and transport. Corn and potatoes are dietary staples. Helen a=ends the Arca de Noe
Student Center, where she is in the 7th grade. She is an above average student whose favorite subject is math. She enjoys
playing soccer and a=ends church, Sunday School and Vaca on Bible School. With our sponsorship, the Arca de Noe Student
Center can provide Helen with Bible teaching, medical exams, nutri ous meals, recrea onal ac vi es and academic support.
We have already wri=en to Helen and hope to share her le=ers and progress with you.
HYGIENE KITS: coming up soon is our annual collec on of items for Hygiene Kits to assemble and send to Church World Service. Last year kits went out to many diﬀerent countries for natural disaster and refugee relief, but the greatest number,
123,039, went to Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico to help vic ms of the unprecedented hurricane season. These kits need to be
replaced, and we can all help with that eﬀort. We'll be accep ng:
washcloths
hand towels
nail clippers
wide tooth combs
bath soap
standard size Band-Aids

Mason First Presbyterian Church

Finance
Financial Report through February 2019
$

General Fund Balance (1/1/19)

0

Income through February

54,797.25

Expenses through February

47,177.70

Ending Balance

(2/28/19)

$ 7,619.55

$ 7,619.55

General Fund Balance 1/1/19
Revolving Accounts Balance

257,556.91

Investments (end of 4th quarter 2018)

436,376.06

Net Financial Posi on (2/28/19)

$701,552.52

An cipated Pledged Giving
through February
Pledged Giving Received
through February

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
from Monday, March 4
TOTAL MORTGAGE
$ 900,000.00
MONTHLY MORTGAGE PAYMENT
$
5,231.67
REMAINING PRINCIPAL
$ 432,024.21
INTEREST PAID FOR MARCH
$ 1,281.04
TOTAL INTEREST PAID
$ 45,186.09
PAYMENTS REMAINING
95 (of 240)
PLEDGED TO DATE (2018-2020)
RECEIVED TO DATE

$ 562,941.00
$ 282,592.00

$40,286
46,874
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Spiritual Growth
YOUTH PROGRAMS -MARCH 2019
Nursery Sunday School – (infants to Pre-school) – (oﬀered during Sunday worship service 9:45am-11:30am)
We have 6 li=le ones that come almost every week! They love their toys and their “favorite” older children helpers. Even the
youngest a=endants enjoy making Easter cra?s and learning stories about Jesus! We will be having an early Easter egg hunt on
Palm Sunday for this group. The Nursery is open during the Maundy Thursday evening service, the Good Friday noon service
and Easter Sunday.
Kid’s Church – (ages 5rd grade and younger) – (children are dismissed during the Sunday worship service)
Our kids are busy with church mission ac vi es! They made 25 Easter cra?s and wrapped them to be included in the Deacon
Easter Baskets. Each Sunday and Wednesday is dedicated to a new Lenten lesson and cra? about the miracles Jesus revealed
on His journey to Jerusalem. You can see examples of our lessons on a bulle n board in the youth room en tled
“It’s A Miracle!” There is a wonderful display of combined art, faith, and learning.
Pre-School Sunday School– (ages 3 years old – preschool Kindergarten – (following the Sunday worship service 11:15am12:15pm in the downstairs educa on room)
This group of children has been learning about Jesus’s Miracles through stories, games, dramas and age appropriate cra?s.
Elementary Sunday School—(First through 5th Grade).
Each Sunday the youth try to guess which Miracle we might be studying? By Easter (the greatest Miracle) we will have studied
9 of Jesus’s miracles. All of the youth are excited to (again) par cipate in a Youth Sunday on May 5th. They have signed-up to
assist with the worship service- from greeters, ushers, acolytes, and children’s message, they are preparing to oﬀer their induvial gi?s to create a Spirit ﬁlled worship service. This group rang handbells and recited Psalms during worship on March 17th.
They will be singing and ringing during the Easter Sunday worship service. There are children’s Lenten devo onals in the Memorial room for families to take home.
Elementary Wonderful Wednesday – (ages pre-school – 5th grade) – (children come a?er school, the program concludes with
a community dinner at 6:30pm)
A busy, but fun Valen ne’s party took place at church with inside games/Bingo & prizes.
The youth that a=end Wonderful Wednesdays enjoy Lots of good a?er-school snacks. Miss Darlene uses part of this me to
prac ce hand bells, liturgy, and choir. We then have an hour of educa on. We have a large group of 20+ youth learning about
the life of Jesus and His path to the cross. A big thank-you to the youth for reading during the Agape feast
Youth Fellowship– (the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month following worship from 11:15- 12:15)
The curriculum for fellowship is en tled CORE. We use a student journal that helps explore rela onships with friends and
family, and connec ng God’s word to these rela onships. The fellowship students also have a Lenten devo onal speciﬁcally
for teens in the memorial room. This group assisted in assembling and mailing out 13 Valen ne packages for our college
students. These packages were ﬁlled with snacks, cra?s from the Wednesday children, and a special Valen ne’s message from
their home church. Many of our high school youth will be a=ending Triennium this summer at Purdue University July 16th-20th.
Lori Filka and Sarah Simons have been accepted as chaperones for this event. Triennium youth registra on forms are due on
April 4th. Extra registra on forms are in the Youth Fellowship room.
**Conﬁrma on classes will be star ng on Thursday, March21st a?er school from 3-4pm. Except for Spring Break (April 3rd), we
will be having Conﬁrma on class every Thursday through the spring. Pastor Bill and Lori Filka look forward to mee ng weekly
and exploring faith with our youth.
**Camp Greenwood clean-up dates are April 27th and May 18th! All youth 3rd grade and older are encouraged to a=end and
assist with geZng our Camp ready for summer campers!
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A=end Camp Greenwood this summer at no cost!
Our church has received a wonderful dona on for youth of all ages to a=end Camp Greenwood this summer. All Mason First
Presbyterian youth can a=end a session at Camp Greenwood for FREE – all expenses paid for your child to a=end – AND your
child can bring a friend to camp for FREE. This is an incredible opportunity for your child and a friend to a=end Camp Greenwood!!!! Please review the brochures for Camp Greenwood and sign-up for a Camp of your choice at www.campgreenwood.org!
** Triennium is this Summer! At Purdue University July 16-20th there will be 5,000 Presbyterian Students from across the
country and around the world a=ending this awesome event. This is for high school students only (those going into 9th grade
thru those just gradua ng high school). Youth applica on forms are due April 4th. Sarah Simons and Lori Filka will be
chaperones on this trip. Hard copies of the applica on are available; I’ve also sent the online link to parents.

First Presbyterian Church of Mason, Mason Methodist Church, All Saints Lutheran Church and St. James Catholic
Church will be working together again this year to provide a FUN VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL en tled “Polar Blast”
Where Jesus‘ Love is Cool! THIS 3 DAY EVENT WILL BE HELD AT MASON FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! YES! OUR CHURCH! --JUNE 24TH 25TH AND 26TH
FROM 6-8:15PM. On-line registra on will start soon!
We are looking forward to Families, Teachers, Teens, and Children working and learning the Word of God together!
Important youth dates:
March 31-April 7
March 17
April 14 & 28
April 21
April 17
April 19
April 27 & May 18
May 5
May 5
May 8
May 12
May 15
May 19
June 2
June 24-26
July 16-20

Mason School Spring Break, NO Wonderful Wed, NO Sunday School
Youth Bells during worship
Youth Fellowship
Children’s music during Easter Sunday worship
Easter Egg Hunt During Wonderful Wednesday
Applica on for Higher Educa on Scholarships Due
Clean-up dates at Camp Greenwood
Teacher Apprecia on Sunday, Last Educa onal Sunday School
Children’s Worship Service
Last Day of Educa onal Programming for Wonderful Wednesday
Mother’s Day, Bible Presenta on, No Sunday School
Wednesday DINNER ONLY
Party for Youth Fellowship and all ages of Kid’s Sunday School
Gradua on Sunday
Joint VBS at Mason First Presbyterian Church!
Youth Trip to Triennium at Purdue University

Adult Programs
Adult Sunday School – (Following worship service from 11:15-12:15 in the library)
*Join the Adult class for a 4 week video series on Abundance with Pricilla Shrier (a popular and dynamic speaker) and a 2 week
study on how we connect with God in conjunc on with Pastor Bill’s sermons.
Monday Evening Adult Bible StudyLed by Bill Pinches– (Mondays, 7:00pm in the upstairs CE room)
Join this group as they just started a study on Hebrews. We look forward to seeing you on Monday evenings!
Book Club-This group meets the 4th Thursday of the month at 1:30pm in the library. They are now reading “Gilead” by
Marilynne Robinson. The next mee ng will be March 28th at 1:30pm. Everyone is invited to join. See Michelle Mackey with
ques ons.
Night out for Parents! – Parents with young children, look for a sign-up sheet to have a night out on the li=le town of Mason.
We will watch your children, while you enjoy me geZng to know each other be=er!
The Book Cart- Look for the new “Book Cart” in the Memorial Room a?er worship services, during coﬀee hour. There will be a
variety of books from the library for you to review and sign the check-out sheet when you take the book home. There will also
be DVDs. We would like you to experience the wealth of books we have on our library shelves!
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Parish Life
Birthdays in
April
Paul Blonshine
Bruce Oesterle
Dean Archer
Ted Welch
Tonya Seely
Rachael Greene
Bruce Caltrider
Anne Slavin
Jean Graham
Abby Seely
Anna Seely
Susan Sheﬀer
Mason VanDyke
Andrew Pinches
Sally Trout
Calvin Hammond
Lucinda Davenport
David Cornwell
Sco= Robinson
Suzanne Lang

4/01
4/01
4/02
4/02
4/03
4/07
4/11
4/11
4/13
4/14
4/14
4/14
4/15
4/16
4/18
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/29
4/30

There will be a pot luck luncheon
following worship on Palm Sunday.
Bring a dish to pass - or just yourself - and enjoy
good food and good fellowship.
Meat and beverages will be provided.

Please remember the following in your prayers
Chris Carlson
Chloë Cha]ield
Sandy Diehl
David Dunham
Ray Elton
Erin Fallucca
Lynn Grove
Trina Hancock
Charlie Herrick

The women of the First United Methodist Church
have once again invited our women to their
annual Lenten Breakfast on April 13, at 9:30 AM.
To accept their gracious invita on,

Holy Week Services at Mason First Presbyterian
April 15-21
The Sanctuary & Chapel will be open Monday-Friday
from 9 to 4 for individual meditation
Maundy Thursday ~ 7 pm
Communion
Good Friday Service - Noon
Easter Morning - 10 am

Bill Hujsak
Brian Hunt
Keith Kline
Michael Okones
Mary Jane Northrup
Rebecca Purcell
Carol Quinn
Carolyn Sexton
Kelsie Walters
Allison Weaver
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Holy Week Services at Mason First Presbyterian
April 15-21
The Sanctuary & Chapel will be open Monday-Friday
from 9 to 4 for individual meditation
Maundy Thursday ~ 7 pm
Communion
Good Friday Service - Noon
Easter Morning - 10 am

Find the latest, up-to-date church calendar at masonpresbyterian.org
WORSHIP AT
MASON FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday morning: Worship begins at 10:00 followed by a fellowship hour. Sunday School for all ages - September through May.
Noon every Wednesday: A 20-minute medita ve prayer service.

Bulle4n Submissions are due by noon every Wednesday. Submissions for The Cornerstone are due: Noon on the 15th day of every month.
Please be prompt. Late submissions may not be honored.
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MINISTERS - All Members
PASTOR - Rev. Bill Pinches
PARISH ASSOCIATE - Rev. Dr. Fred Graham
PASTOR EMERITUS - Rev. Charlie Herrick
OFFICE MANAGER - Sheren Wright
SPIRITUAL GROWTH DIRECTOR - Lori Filka
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP LEADER - Lori Filka
ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH COORDINATOR
Michelle Mackey
SANCTUARY CHOIR DIRECTOR - Deb Melse
ORGANIST, BELL CHOIR and CHILDREN’S CHOIR
DIRECTOR - Darlene Ross
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST - Hrant Bagrazyan

First Presbyterian Church
131 E. Maple Street
Mason, Michigan 48854-1655
517.676.9333

ELDERS:
2019 - Travis Archer, Jenny Bond, Linda Boster,
Lucinda Davenport.
2020 - Jason Blonshine, Debbie Markiewicz,
Mary Ozee, Steve Sowles.
2021 - Doreen Chapman, Ginnie Gibson, Rod Guy,
Tonya Seely.
Clerk: Bruce Archer
DEACONS:
2019 - Bill Friend, Linda Myall, Linda Peterson,
Marla St. George.
2020 - Diane DeVoe, Sandy Diehl,
Kathy Oesterle, Debbie Shellenbarger
2021 - Ann Butler, Laurie McGonigal,
Colin Pinches, Chuck Shaub, Peg Shaub

Celebrating 160 Years
of Ministry and Service in Mason
1859 - 2019

